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INTRODUCTION
Dear Students and Parents,

Nevertheless, we are looking forward
to the summer holiday when we can
As of March we were confronted with a enjoy the sun and can relax the rules a
new situation which asked for a lot of
bit.
adjustment from us all. Education as we
know it, was shifted from classroom
In August we expect to start the same
teaching to online lessons. There is
way as we ended in June. We will coneven a new word for it: "hybride lestinue to follow closely any further desons" which means a combination of
velopments in this whole covid19online lessons and lessons at school.
pandemic and endeavour to keep you
We missed you greatly at Mendelcolinformed.
lege and were longing for the day when
we would see you again. After almost For now, give yourself and your teachthree months with no students at
ers a big round of applause for all your
school we welcomed you back on the
and their effort and commitment in
2nd of June. Looking back, I would like getting this new educational format up
to take this opportunity to compliment and running.
you all on the manner in which you adjusted to this new situation. We are
Before wishing you a sunny summer
aware of the challenges you faced dur- holiday, I want to thank Mr Heijmans
ing this lockdown , including lack of
for creating and editing our Mendel
structure, being self-reliant, no direct
Times for the last 6 years. He is now
contact with classmates and friends,
passing the editorial reins to Ms Dams.
etc., and we sincerely hope that the
worst is behind us. It is truly an exAll the best and see you in August
traordinary situation.
2020.
Mrs A. Doek

Or not?
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HIGH TEA AT ‘BIJ BABETTE’
At Thursday the 17th of October we had a high tea with class 1EHA1.
We went with the bike to ‘bij Babette’.
When we came in we took a seat at the back side .
Then the boss of ‘bij Babette’ talked with us about the program.
We had an afternoon high tea.

What did we eat ?
First we get some normal black tea and cucumber with salmon and a
sandwich also with salmon. The cucumber with salmon was really delicious. Then we get some scones with some cream and jam also we
get green tea. At least we had some cakes, one was a brownie and another one was a lemon cake. And the last one was carrot cake. but I
only eat the brownie.
Between the high tea the boss give a look to some special priceless
tea.
The tea was 200 dollar for 5 gram.
It was a special tea for the
royal family.
It was a very nice high tea
Wytze Kruisinga 1EHA1
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4 TTO and COVID
The past year has turned out a little different than
expected. A few months ago, we have been introduced to an alternative way of taking our classes,
because of the Covid-pandemic. Apart from this,
there were some other experiences that made my
fourth year a year that I will never forget. Taking my
first formal exams for example. At school we discussed some very interesting topics too. In English
class we studied two books about racism. All this
together makes for a year that stands out among
all my years at this school.

me to get a greater understanding of what black
people have to go through in their daily life, especially in America. Books are able to powerfully express the emotions that the main characters go
through and that is what made these books have
such a great impact on me. I think it’s important for
anyone our age to be informed about this ongoing
problem in the world, and that this was an excellent
introduction to the IB course.

During the last two years at our school, the TTO
program gets transformed into IB. This program
leads up to the final IB exam and instead of mostly
working on your ability to speak and understand
the English language, you have discussions in
class about the then-relevant themes. In fourth
year we got a taste of what it would be like if we
chose to continue into this program. We read the
books ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ and ‘The Hate U
Give’. The main theme in both books is racism, but
while ‘The Hate U Give’ was written a few years
ago, ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ was written sixty years
earlier. This created a contrast and allowed us to
compare the two stories and see what had
changed, or rather what hadn’t changed. Currently, the Black Lives Matter protests are happening
every day and reading these books has enabled

My fourth year has been a year of hard work and
new experiences. We’re going through a pandemic,
one thing I never thought would happen this year,
and anti-racism protests are going on every day.
Luckily we got a chance to educate ourselves
about this topic in class, which is something I
thought was of great significance. Furthermore, I
have successfully completed my CAE exams. The
way of teaching this year has changed significantly
and I hope that school as it once was will soon return.

At the beginning of March, when the announcement came that we would take our classes online
Since the very start of our time at the Mendelcolfrom then on, none of us probably really knew what
lege, we have been working towards two big exto expect. I questioned whether I’d even be able to
ams: the CAE exam and eventually the IB exam.
work productively if I would have to take lessons
Last year, in November, we got to take the CAE’s. from home. Struggling with this at first, I soon found
Few of us had ever taken such formal exams bea balance between my school work and the distracfore, so it was an entirely new experience. On a
tions I faced. The worst thing, though, was in my
Thursday we had our oral exam. This exam was
opinion that our trips had to be cancelled. The trips
the most intense to me, because of the fact that we that we take organised by school are what we all
had to speak in front of strangers. Luckily we had
look forward to. Going away with all of your classto do the exam in twosomes. My partner helped me mates is not something you get to do often. I also
a great deal during that exam, taking over every
expected this situation to maybe be over in a coutime I ran out of words. That strong sense of team- ple of months and then we would’ve still been able
work was very comforting. A few days later, on Sat- to go, but I couldn’t have been more wrong. We
urday, we took the written tests. We got our seats
have spent three months taking online classes and
assigned to us and every class had their own
now we have moved on to a hybrid system. It’s
classroom. First I was quite nervous, but the nerv- very likely that we will continue this hybrid system
ousness quickly started to fade away as soon as
next year. This system works better than I originally
we started the exams. I realised that these exams thought. I actually enjoy going to school when the
really weren’t that different from the tests that we
schedule allows me to. It’s more personal and
had practised with. When we finished four hours
makes it easier to focus during the lesson. Overall,
later, I went home feeling relieved, because it had this has been a crazy experience. I never thought I
actually gone pretty well.
would be faced with a situation like this.

Marijn van Kooten
4 TTO

3

RECOMMENDED
"This was supposed to be a fun
vlog." Those
were the words
of Youtuber Logan Paul, who
during the taping
of one of his videos found a dead
person in a forest. The video
amassed 6,5 million views in 24
hours before it
was taken down
for obvious reasons. Many were
outraged and disgusted by Paul's behaviour towards the dead body which included
poking fun at it, not putting down cameras
and even posting the video on YouTube.
Though the video broke YouTube guidelines and rules it was still able to reach
many of Paul's viewers, most of which are
underage. It appeared that instead of taking
down the video, YouTube's algorithm had
pushed the video. The video had even been
on the trending page.

Chaslot claims that the algorithm could be
changed to fight "fake news" and unsuitable
content. YouTube, however, has deliberately
chosen not to in order to maintain its viewers.
Chaslot has developed a software that is able
to track what videos are recommended after
clicking one seed video. His results were
astounding, YouTube kept recommending conspiracy videos or videos that were clearly
meant to deceive or spread lies.

According to computer programmer with a PhD
in artificial intelligence, Guillaume Chaslot, the
problem is not a malfunction within the algorithm, but rather its purpose: “YouTube is
something that looks like reality, but it is distorted to make you spend more time online.” In
order to obtain a high viewing time YouTube's
algorithm opts for videos that will make you
click. Unfortunately on YouTube, fiction does a
lot better than fact.

Conspiracy theorists and "fake news" channels
have been blooming on the platform. Gary
Franchi is the person behind one of those
channels. After realizing that anti-Clinton content was being pushed by YouTube his channel started producing 12 of those a day. As of
now he has over 1 million subscribers and he
is not the only one. Channels like Gary
Franchi's have always existed, the problem is
that they now have a following that watches
their videos on a regular basis.

Even full time Youtubers have been calling out
YouTube on its shortcomings. During its socalled adpocalypse many Youtubers lost one of
their main sources of income: Ad revenue.
YouTube had started to demonetize videos
that were considered not to be advertiser
friendly, such videos often contained: swearing, violence or were discussing heavy topics.
This caused a lot of people to change their
content to cater to the YouTube algorithm.

Not only was the algorithm choosing what we
were seeing, but also what was being created.
YouTube lost many of its content creators, who
moved to other outlets such as Instagram or
even opted for television like YouTube superstar Lilly Singh. With the fall of many YouTubers, a new kind of content creators emerged,
This was not the first time YouTube's algorithm those who focused solely on pleasing the algosparked controversy. Following research done rithm.
by the Guardian it had been revealed that the
software, considered one the most sophisticated of its kind, had been recommending proTrump and anti-Clinton videos. With its estimated 1.5 billion users this could have been
the nudge that Trump had needed to win the
2016 presidential elections. The company
came up with an unsuccessful solution: hiring
more human moderators to check videos on
disturbing or violating content.
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All this controversy has directed the spotlight
on something that has become a fact of life. In
today's society what we can and cannot watch
is regulated by an AI. Said AI takes into account different factors when choosing to delete
of push a video, none factors include harmful
or misleading content with the sole purpose of
manipulating the watcher. Though YouTube
claims that all of this is blown out of proportion.
Some claim that it might have been YouTube
who is at fault. According to Mark Warner, the
ranking Democrat on the intelligence committee, the algorithm was "particularly susceptible
to foreign influence", though those claims were
denied by Google's general counsel, Kent
Walker. Walker has said nothing about the research done by Chaslot on YouTube's recommendation system.

Rationale
YouTube is one of the world’s biggest sites
attracting over 1 billion users every month. I
wanted to take a closer look at how it operates
its massive archives. I decided to write an article on YouTube’s algorithm which is supposedly the most sophisticated of its kind. While looking for a primary source I stumbled upon an
article on the Guardian which covered exactly
what wanted to write on. Other articles I used
included one from Narcity which had a quite
sensationalist way of writing and a BBC article
which I found to be a lot more useful.

As learning outcome I chose: Show an awareness of the potential for educational, political or
ideological influence of the media. I wanted to
educate people on the dangers of YouTube
and its recommendation system. Many people
go down YouTube rabbit holes and are not
With YouTube seemingly neglecting its problems others have risen to do the task at hand. aware of how some videos effect their way of
thinking. Conspiracy theorists and fake new
Commercial analytics firm Graphika is one
outlets are ever growing and since YouTube
them, they collect and analyse information on
will not be doing anything about it in the near
political misinformation campaigns, although
they do most of their work on Twitter. Graphika future it is important to educate ourselves on
such matters in order to be aware and safe
has confirmed that there appears to be one
person running most of these accounts, some- from manipulation.
one who had been hired to get Trump elected.
Sources:
https://www.theguardian.com/
However, social media is ever changing. There
is still hope that this misinformation overload
technology/2018/feb/02/how-youtubesmight pass in the near future. With people bealgorithm-distorts-truth
coming more aware of a new type of propaganda spreading across the internet, we might
https://www.narcity.com/news/everythingbecome less vulnerable to such tactics. A shift
you-need-to-know-about-the-youtubein our interest would also have to shift what
star-who-filmed-a-dead-body-in-japans
YouTube's algorithm pushes, as it is suppos-suicide-forest
edly a reflection on ourselves. What we choose
to watch is what the algorithm pushes. As for
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asianow, being well-read on "fake news", conspira42538495
cy theorists and their misleading information is
recommended.
Yosuf Anwary 5 TTO
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DIARIES OF ANOTHER LIFE
4v kept Covid 19 diaries but
with a wee difference.

Diary of the pet

Snipper’s diary

Here’s a selection of the
diary entries ...they are entries with a difference…

Lately I have been amazed about
the fact my caretakers are home all
the time. They seem to be worried
about something. It is almost like
they are scared of it and they are
hiding it from me. So today I tried to
act as normal as possible and just
listened very careful to what they
were talking about. Maybe I could
find out about it. Truth is, because
they are at home all this time, I still
want my rest and thus have to lock
myself up upstairs. They noticed
sooner than later that I stayed there
for longer and thus called me out for
being lazy! I mean, humans are not
to be understood, neither is their
babbled way of talking. I found it
very, very difficult to understand the
words they were saying, but I did
hear something linked to the 28th of
April: the birthday of the youngest
one, Luud. They seemed happy, as
if that scary thing was about to end
at that time. For the rest of the
evening I just went upstairs again,
thinking about that moment and
prepared for my nightly hunt. Another thing. Every time I bring in mice,
they seem to not like it. Why
though! I feel so offended when
they scare me away like that, it is
their present! Well…, till tomorrow I
guess. I would hope to find out
about it more then.

Dear diary,

Diary of Flufba
By Julia Enzerink
Today I swam rounds in the
fish bowl, I have never
swum this way round before, well I think I must
have, but I must have forgotten about it. There are
some houses in my own
territory. I have been living
here for I think 2 years now,
and I totally love it. It has
big windows and I often see
people look into my house.
I don’t get why they sometimes get me out of my
house and take all the water out.
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By Mimo (Toer’s pet)

Fiene’s dog

I still don’t get it. Why are they
home all the time? Why are they
always eating, but don’t I get any
food? Anyways, at least I get more
attention now :) My sister is all of a
sudden very interested in me. She
takes me to all these different places.
Today she took me to see another
dog. It was fun. I haven’t met many
others the past few weeks. It’s like
humans are scared of being around
others. I don’t really get why. I tried
to ask them, but I don’t think they
understood. Anyways, it was really
fun. The other dog was a bit jealous
though. I got a lot of cuddles and
attention, and she wanted some to.
She even jumped on my sister! But
then we both got cuddles, so it was
fine. After that we walked around
and played with sticks. My sister
was just sitting on the ground.
There were other humans too. They
were a bit further away though,
again like they were scared of being
close to others. They were just sitting around, making noises, but it
seemed like they were enjoying
themselves. Then we went home
and I got food. It was already pretty
late, so not much later, I fell asleep.
It was a nice day.
See you tomorrow!

Francis’ diary
Daan Limberger

Diary of Minos

Hey! I’m Minos the Bengal cat. My
This is the diary of Francis. I’m
owner is Benjamin and I live in his
Francis. I’m a French poodle and I house. I’m content with the circumactually live in Daan’s house since stances, however sometimes
today!
they’re a bit mingy when it comes
to food. My cratch is only filled
with food twice a day! That’s not
enough for such a hungry cat like
me! Besides that, I do think that
there is something weird going on.
My owners are now always at
home, in comparison to a month
ago, when they were almost always away. I don’t think this is a
good thing, because now I lost my
privacy. ‘PFFF’. I can now never
scratch my ass in the daytime,
because my owners can see this.
On the contrary, it does bring
some positive things along with it;
Today was a very exciting day be- They are constantly cuddling with
cause my owners came to pick me me! Can you imagine ?
up from the dog shelter. I’ve lived However, I’m fed up with this and
there for 3 years (21 dog years ) hope this will end soon.
after i was getting harrassed by my
last owner. He left me on the street
like garbage. But today was a
good day! The caretakers from the
shelter already showed pictures
from Daan and his parents, so i
got a good image of what they
looked like already. Very friendly!
We also met up twice before they
came to pick me up so I was very
excited. During the meet-ups i
played with Daan and he is lots of
fun! Today, after they picked me
up, we had a drive that took 3
hours. Pfffff that was long. But
luckily Daan read me some stories. What was very strange was
that they were home the whole day
but it is a Tuesday. I heard that
humans normally work and go to
school on this day so I was a little
bit confused. But no it’s time to go
and sleep. Daan and his family is
already sleeping :0 . Till tomorrow!

Diary of Lily
Jonathan’s cat

Dear Diary,
I am still living the dream. I know I
have told you over 20 times by
now, but I am still so happy, and I
hope you are to. I mean, I have
been getting a lot of attention
these past couple of weeks, and
my owners seem to home all the
time. Unfortunately my theory has
been proven wrong, as I have not
been getting more food than usual,
despite my owners being here all
the time. Though there is still my
theory of strangers stealing away
my food… Anyway, I digress. I still
haven’t told you about the best
thing these past weeks. I decided
to wait because I wanted to make
sure that what I am about to tell
you is true, as I did not want you
get excited about something that
was not true. But to get to the
point, do you remember those big,
ugly, noisy monsters I told you
about? The weird looking ones
that always are walking on the
street, and that one of them always seems to want to devour my
owners? It seems that most of
them died three weeks ago. I
mean, I still always see them when
I look outside, but they never try to
eat anyone anymore, and they
also don’t make those weird noises, as they only seem do that after
having eaten someone (as I have
concluded after my observations).
I hope they never come back, they
are even worse than those things
called dogs. Anyway, I think that’s
it for me today, I hope you are just
as happy as I am.
See you tomorrow, Lily
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FBI File
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Person of interest: Jay Gatsby
After the death of Gatsby in 1922, an investigation was started on the illegal
activities that were performed by Gatsby and his business partner Wolfsheim. In
this folder you will find all the information on their actions and his personal dark
background.
Personal Information:
Birth name:
James Gatz
Birthplace:
North Dakota
Birthyear:
1890
Gender:
male
Nationality:
American
Occupation:
soldier and businessman
Date of death: August 1922
Life Story:
He was born into a poor farmer family, in rural North Dakota, where he attended
St. Olaf College. Where he dropped out after a few weeks and he went to Lake
Superior. Here he met Dan Cody, who became his mentor. They went on a yacht trek
together for ten years. At seventeen years old, James Gatz changed his name to Jay
Gatsby. According to Cody’s will, he left Gatsby $25,000, but he missed out on the
money due to Cody’s mistress.
During the first world war, Gatsby fought as a soldier. This is when he met Daisy
Fay, she was a rich and knowledgeable 18-year-old. After the war he went to Oxford
Trinity College, London, where he learned that Daisy had married Tom Buchanan.
This is the point when he decided to become wealthy and attain stature, he thought
would win Daisy Buchanan’s love. This was the point where he moved to New York,
exactly across from the Buchanans, in an enormous mansion in West Egg of Long
Island.
At his mansion Gatsby hosted giant, elaborate parties, for the sole reason to attract
Daisy. Through Daisy’s cousin Nick Carraway, Gatsby finally reunited with her.
After their reconciliation Gatsby tries to revive the relationship to what it was five
years ago. During a drive back home from the city, Gatsby and Daisy sit together in
his car, when they hit and kill Myrtle Wilson, who had been having an affair with
Tom Buchanan. As a result of this accident Myrtle’s husband George Wilson wants
revenge, so he goes to Gatsby’s house, where he shoots and kills Gatsby, after which
he committed suicide. Later Gatsby is found in his pool, dead.
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The Investigation:
An earlier investigation was already executed on the hit and run,
which lead to the death of Myrtle Wilson. This investigation is on the manner he
came to his fortune. The fact is, nobody knows the way he came to all his money.
After a long and thorough search for the answer we came to the illegal actions
performed by Gatsby and his accomplice to get his fortune, we found it.
The Prohibition entails the fact that there was a nationwide ban in the United
States on the production, importation, transportation and sale of alcoholic
beverages. This ban was introduced as a battle for public morals and health. The
ban was put in place under the Eighteenth Amendment to the United States
Constitution.
During the time when Gatsby gained his fortune and rose to a high social status,
it was the early 1920s. Coincidentally the Prohibition in the United States started
exactly in 1920. But at the time there was no clear connection between Gatsby
and an underground circuit of alcohol supply. Now, after his passing, we were
able to look into more of his files and papers, which lead to a trail with no clear
start or end. This leads us to believe that he did in fact play a role in the
underground world during the Prohibition.
During this time an illegal business of transporting alcoholic beverages arose
across the United States, this was called the bootlegging or Rum-running. Gatsby
had one of the big roles in this illegal activity, he came in this business though
his partner Meyer Wolfsheim.
The relationship between Gatsby and Wolfsheim started when Gatsby asked him
for a job. At this point, Gatsby did not have a penny to his name. Wolfsheim saw
through the fact that Gatsby had no experience in the field, and he knew he could
use him good.
Wolfsheim was already acknowledged by the FBI, because of the fact that he was
the one that fixed the 1919 World Series. This shows the fact that he has a lot of
influence in the underground world. We already knew he had a large network,
but he is a very hard to trace man. We have had an official warrant out for him
for over six years now, but we still had no success in catching him.
The trail we found entailed something that was uncovered very quickly after his
passing. For him to became as rich as he was, the money had to come from
somewhere, this used to be covered up very well. This changed after his passing,
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as a result of his passing many of his companies went bankrupt. What we did not
know is that these were not just companies, but they were laundering his money.
Another reason why it was clear to us that he played such a major role in the rum
running, was the fact that he threw such lavish parties overflowing in alcohol. That
alcohol was not available in such quantities at that time which lead us to believe it
was illegally obtained. Unfortunately, this was not enough evidence for us to arrest
him at the time. There were a lot more lavish parties where there was too much
alcohol, that only this was not seen as enough leverage in court.
Now that we know the truth about Gatsby, we can unfortunately not press charges
due to the fact that he is no longer with us. But because of the fact that we now
know for sure he was involved in these illegal activities, we can now connect more
people through his social network and arrest them.

Rationale
I chose to write a file on Gatsby due to the fact that the crime he was mostly associated to in
the book was the murder of Myrtle. Even though the way he came to his fortune was not told
very elaborately, the Prohibition in the United States. This did play a big role in the roaring
twenties. So, I wanted to go deeper into his connections with these activities.
The fact that he threw the enormous parties, with giant amounts of alcohol was never seen as
disobeying the rules. It was just seen as a way to get in contact with Daisy. However, it is
briefly told that there was in fact a ban on alcohol, as seen in the speakeasy. So, it was also not
allowed to have that much alcohol at his parties, this made a connection to where Gatsby’s
money came from. Because this is not told in the book.
I wanted to explain the background of the way he got his money. I did this in the form of a FBI
file, so that I could show his way of acting and make up a story of how he did it, to be more
creative in my writing. In the end it made a clear explanation of his behaviour.
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UN speech
China

less burglaries than the United States. All of this
is achieved with our surveillance.
What the surveillance causes is two things. Firstly, the obvious. By having eyes on the entirety of
public places in most of our country we see everything at any given time. This means we see
people planning crimes, committing crimes and
even fleeing crime scenes. And we do more than
just watch. With our facial recognition software
we can see what every citizen does at any given
time. Furthermore, once a criminal is caught on
camera, this software enables us to match the
face on camera with our database and find out
the criminals identity within hours of the crime.
This is the first aspect of the surveillance.

The second is indirectly preventing crime. The
population knows very well that their every move
Jorrit de Vreese
is being checked. This means they will think
5 TTO
twice about committing crimes, and then again,
and then once again to the point they realise it is
a hopeless cause because the odds of being
Ladies and gentlemen,
caught are incredibly high. I think you are all familiar with Orwell’s 1984. If we take a look at the
From the beginning of time, there have been
dystopic society Orwell has created, we see the
hardworking people and there have been people
same thing that we try to achieve. Although the
profiting from others. Swindlers, criminals, profiessence of the society is awful, because of the
teers taking advantage of the hardworking class.
constant surveillance there is practically no
But now, we have a solution. As you all know,
crime in the entirety of the Party.
we in China are working on full, country-wide
surveillance of our amazing people. For some
The impact of our policy on society does not
reason, however, America and the western
stop at merely solving and preventing crimes.
world see this as a violation of human rights.
We want to see our entire society at any given
Today, I will prove to you why this is not the
moment in time, where they are, with who they
case and why this surveillance is in fact a great
are and what they are doing. Afterwards, we put
thing for the better of the entire society. This is
this information to good use as we have created
because it results in less murders, robberies and
a point-system of sorts, where you are granted
drug crime, because we reward the good and
points for model behaviour and lose points for
punish the bad and because it results in a better
breaking the law. This includes very simple
behaved nation.
things. Helping somebody lift their heavy bags
results in more points whereas crossing a red
Crime rates dropping, preventing terrorist atlight or littering costs you points.
tacks, catching criminals within days of the moment they commit the crime. Who does not
want that? To most people, it sounds almost
impossible to achieve, but because of CCTV
and facial recognition software this is our reality. Just by taking a look at the statistics, we
see that China has infinitely better crime statistics than the biggest critic of our policy, the
United States. The crime rate in China in 2019
was 36.7, compared to the 46,73 which is the
crime rate in the United States. We have less
homicides, less drug crime, and eight times
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This point system will enable us to track anybody who does not follow the law, thereby having an eye on any potential criminals. Furthermore, it enables us to reward the people that live
a model life. This will create a motivation for all
citizens to help each other and be overall nice.
As a result, along with the knowledge that the
government always finds out if you do something
wrong, this will contribute to a society unlike any
we have seen in history. It will create harmony,
companionship and helpfulness among the citizens of China, something any government
should strive towards achieving.

So why would we not want this? Why do Western countries not follow our example? This is
because of the principle you Western countries
call privacy, which you believe to be a part of
human rights. You believe people should have
the right to keep secrets from the government.
However, as we see it and as it is in reality, if
you truly have nothing to hide, which is what we
want from our citizens, you would not mind
someone watching you. The people with something to hide on the other hand get busted, resulting again in a better society.
In short we as
China believe
that our policy
of CCTV and
facial recognition software
is way ahead
of its time and
that even the
countries that
are sceptic now will see that this is the way of
governing that is the best for society. This view
of the future is not only a hunch, but something
that will turn into a reality. Because all of you,
the leaders of the greatest places in the world,
will realise that the benefits far outweigh the
downsides.

Rationale
I have chosen to write a speech for this WT1. In
this speech I defend China’s policy of having the
entire nation under surveillance. I thought it was
an interesting concept to step out of my Western, biased worldview and take that of China. Of
course the topic of privacy is closely linked to
Orwell’s 1984, to which I have also made a reference, or rather used as an example. With this
example I wanted to try something interesting,
which is use 1984 as a positive example. I did
exactly that by saying that there was no crime in
Oceania in the parts were people had
telescreens (the Party).
For the speech I have mainly tried to apply
ethos, pathos and logos to my text, as well as
follow the guidelines of Cicero and his way of
speaking. How we have learned it in Latin class
is that it was Cicero’s belief that the power of
three was very strong. So giving three examples,
using anaphora, asking not one but three rhetorical questions. The effect on you as the listener
is that it amplifies your message. Furthermore,
this use of threes has also enabled me to use
climaxes. Less…, less…, EIGHT times less…
sends a more powerful message than a single
example. Lastly, my use of rhetorical questions
are supposed to amplify my message by making
the listener think about what I am saying.
I have tried to answer the guiding question How
do texts reflect, represent or form a part of cultural practices? What I hoped to achieve was to
reflect China’s culture and way of thinking in my
text, which I did to the best of my ability. Of
course it is hard as I am in no way really connected to Chinese culture. All in all I am happy
with the result.

We have created a way to a beautiful society
where everyone lives together in harmony and
crime is down massively. A society where instead of shooting each other people are kind to
one another. A society where instead of breaking the law, even on the little things, everyone
obeys the law. A perfect society. A society that
you can live in too.
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What politicians can learn from terrorists

Terrorist
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TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD
4 TTO read To Kill A
Mockingbird by Harper Lee.
Here is a selection
of Limericks they
employed to explore
the characters in the
text:

Scout
There was once a girl named scout
Really tough without a doubt
Nonetheless she's also smart
A girl with an enormous heart
But always something to fight about
Hidde van Son

Mayella

Scout

Bob Ewell

I think Mayella was a good do-er

There once was a girl called Scout

He’s fond of the drink is Bob Ewell

She is who I’ll tell you about

To his daughter he was kind of cruel

Behaving as a boy,

Reported a crime

She always seeks out joy

Racist at his prime

But ahead is a whole different route

Was finally killed in a duel

Jonathan Snippe

Lucas Enschedé

But her father wasn't nice to her

Because he wasn't a nice guy

She also had to testify

Is seemed like everyday her dad became crueller

Yannick Vollaard
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GREAT LIVES
For our Great Lives assignment I watched
the podcast of Matt Lucas and Lesley-Ann
Jones talking about the legendary singer of
the band Queen: Freddie Mercury. I
watched the podcast and made a video in
which I analysed the episode and its effects
on the audience. In this rationale I will explain why I chose Freddie Mercury and
which aspects I focused on and why I focused on those specific aspects.
Firstly, I chose Freddie Mercury because I
think he had a very interesting life regarding
all the ups and downs in his life. In this video
I focused on his childhood and career. This
is because I liked the way how Lesley-Ann
Jones described her thought of Freddie’s
troubled childhood contributing to his great
music career. In my video I, therefore, wanted to tell this story and explain what it does
to the audience.
Furthermore, I focused on Freddie’s insecurities to explain that even the greatest artists
might not always be so invincible as they
seem to be on stage. I tried to reflect this
image of perfection on our daily lives. When
hearing this I hope the audience realised
that even the ‘Greatest Lives’ are not perfect
and that perfection is not needed to require
happiness.
So to conclude, in my video I aimed on portraying Freddie in a different way from what
you would normally think of him. I hope the
audience gained a new insight into Freddie
Mercury’s life but also enabled them to understand that everyone has their imperfections and that this does not make less of a
person for which I think Freddie Mercury
makes a great example.
Max van den Dungen
4 TTO

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000256j
The man I chose for my Great Lives presentation was Walt Disney. A man who created
characters and movies for other people to
enjoy. I chose this man because the movies
he created still amaze me to this day, and
because I’ve watched his creations since I
was little, yet I knew so little about him.
While getting to know him, I tried to figure
out why he was so important and why we
still watch his creations to this day, even
though he has passed away long ago (what
made his life so great). While trying to figure
this out I also tried to find out how he did
become so successful.
When I did my research, I found a lot of data
of when he accomplished big things, such
as opening up his own Studio, his own Disneyworld but little about his family and background. So, when listening to the podcast I
tried to focus on where he came from and
how he was able to achieve his dreams. He
came from a hardworking family in the suburbs and was born when everything started
to industrialize, this was also something he
reflected in his work. The experts on the
podcast actually knew him and they gave
insight into who he was as a person, he was
“hardworking and driven” and did really create his own success with having little to start
with and struggle along the way but always
working hard.
After this I realized that we still watch the
things he created because his movies were
actually one of the firsts with sound and funny characters. I think this left such a big impression on people and he gave them so
much joy that even till this day people want
to watch them even though he might not
create them anymore.
Juliëtte Bosveld
4 TTO
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00txhlb
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GOODBYE
Dear All,
In my 25th year as a Mendel maths
teacher, 16 years in TTO and 6 years as
your editor it is time for me to say goodbye.
As we all know numbers do tell us everything. 25 is 5 x 5. When you add these
two you get 5 + 5= 10. And 16 - 10 = 6.
On average, TTO-pupils surprise us during 6 years with their ingenuity. I hope I
was able to do the same as your editor.

So it is goodbye from me, leaving you
with this message from Paulo Coehlo:
“If you’re brave enough to say goodbye,
life will reward you with a new hello.”
Kind regards,
Jeroen Heijmans

IN THE NETHERLANDS

UPCOMING EVENTS
01-07 Graduation 6 TTO
04-07 Start Summer Holiday
17-08 Hip hip hooray, school starts again
25-09 Dag van de Talen
28-09 6 TTO IB Oral exams

© J. Heijmans 2020

