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THE MENDEL TIMES 
The newsletter written for (and by) TTO students

ISSUE 4 MAY 2022

EUROVISION, DICKENS PROJECT 
AND AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW 

WITH MR. PEETERS 

This issue of the Mendel Times is filled with interesting articles, 
interviews, a short story and fun facts. We hope that you enjoy reading 
this issue as we have worked very hard to make it just as amusing as 
our previous issues.  

 
THE DICKENS 

PROJECT  
Our very own Frieda 
reviews the Dickens 
project and spoke to 
a few students about 
their experiences (pg. 

7). 

 

INTERVIEW WITH 
SANDRA VAN 
NIEUWLAND 

The voice of Holland 
star sat down with 

Henri to discuss her 
music, being a 

mother and offers 
some insight so we 

can get to know her a 
bit better (pg. 8). 

UPCOMING TTO EVENTS: 

May 24th: English Sports Day (1 TTO havo) 

May 25th: English Sports Day (1 TTO vwo) 

May 30th-June 3rd-: 2 TTO trip to Dublin & 3 TTO trip to England, alternative 
programme for 1 TTO including high tea 

June 17th: TTO certificate ceremony (3TTO havo) 



Eurovision Song Contest 2022 
By: Koen Federer (2EG) 

The time of the year has come when almost every European is in front of their TV, 
watching the spectacle that is the Eurovision song contest, the amazing blend of 
cultures all over Europe. In this article, I will explain everything you need to 
know. 

Turin, Italy 

This year, the contest will be held in Italy (because 
they won the 2021 contest in the Netherlands). There 
will be a really high standard in terms of staging, 
because the Netherlands did an incredible job last 
year, so it will be very interesting to see how Italy is 
going to try to top them. Reflecting on the last time 
Italy organized Eurovision, it was not of a, say, high 

standard.  

Line-up 

However, this brings me to the next factor which has a huge influence on the quality of the show itself,  
the line-up.  

This year it will be very interesting, because of the change going on with songs having more serious 
topics like ‘De diepte’ by s10 (pronounced: Stien) which is about depression and deep points in life. 
This change has been gradually going on since Waylon and Ilse de Lange who became second behind 
Conchita Wurst with the song: ‘Rise Like a Phoenix’ which was also a ballad (a more softer and 
sensitive kind of song). It seems to now be reaching its peak with in 2019 the Dutch submission: 
Duncan Lawrence with the ballad ‘Arcade’ which ended up winning the entire contest and other 
countries started to replicate this new type of song. However,  the exact opposite is also happening as 
more 'Eurovision style' songs without a deeper meaning like Subwoolfer’s 'Give that Wolf a Banana' are 
performed. I think the title says enough. I personally prefer songs with a deeper meaning, but it is and 
remains Eurovision and I still enjoy the more crazy type of songs.  

The Dutch Submission 

This year we sent a song with the Dutch language to the 
Eurovision song contest! I really like this, because it serves the 
purpose of its founding: the assembly of different cultures in 
Europe.  

The song is called ‘De diepte’ and is sung by s10. She is an 
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upcoming Dutch artist who writes her songs in Dutch. She describes the song as a ‘love letter to her 
sadness’. Although, everyone has their own feeling and story with it you do not have to understand 
the Dutch language to understand the song and not many songs have that. I think the lyrics are 
strongly built. They have depth and don't feel like they are made in search of a rhyme word. Some of 
my favorite lyrics from the songs are: 

“Ben je wel eens bang dat het altijd zo blijft, want het regent alle dagen, en ik zie geen hand voor ogen, jij 
en ik toch samen? Dat zou altijd zo zijn.” 

“Ik bijt weer op mijn tanden en ik weet dat jij dat ook doet, maar god wat moet ik anders, wanneer is het 
genoeg?” 

S10 has claimed that it has always been her dream to participate in the Eurovision song contest. She 
messaged the committee who decide which song we will send to the contest via Twitter. Member of 
the committee and commentator for the Dutch broadcast of the show, Cornald Maas saw the tweet 
and one thing followed the  other and she will  now participate in the contest!  

My points 

My points if I were to be a jury member in the contest:  

 1. Space Man -U.K 

 2. Stefania - Ukraine 

 3. Halo - Austria 

 4. Jezebel - Finland 

 5. Hope - Estonia 

 6. Brividi - Italy 

 7. River - Poland 

 8. Hold me Closer - Sweden 

10. Not the Same - Australia 

12. Fade to Black - Azerbaijan 

However, according to the Eurovision rules, I would not be allowed to include the Netherlands, 
because I would've given them 12 points (I am, naturally,  rather biased). Also, I have not selected my 
points by any means on anything that is going on in the countries themselves. I believe it is about the 
song and not the country that made it, as Eurovision should be.  
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Ukraine vs Russia 
By: Mila Jansky (1EGA) 

You have probably already heard the news about the war which some people call " World War lll" . It 
might be good to let you know some of the reasons why this war started. 

- In the year 1991 the Ukraine became independent from the Sovjet Union, to which Ukraine then 
belonged. The president thought that was a good idea, but Putin thought that wasn't. 

That is why he wants Ukraine back, and is trying to take Ukraine over. Unfortunately, this isn’t without 
violence… 

Quiz! 

What is the president of Russia’s first name? 

………………………………………………………… 

Where do people find shelter during war? (You can write this one in Dutch) 

………………………………………………………… 

A girl showed up in the news about Ukraine. What did she do? 

……………………………………………………………………….. 

On which date did the war start?( you can look on the internet) 

……………………………………………………………………….. 

What can you do to help? 

Many people from Ukraine are looking for shelter and a place to live after they fled from Ukraine. For 
this reason, you can help.You can send food, clothes and medicines to Ukraine, but you can also do 
more. You can sell cakes or muffins to get money for Giro555, to donate, but you can also take care of 
Ukrainian people to let them live inside of your house for a while. 
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Sites 

Here are some sites where you can donate items and money: 

https://www.rodekruis.nl/wat-doen-wij/hulp-wereldwijd/oekraine/ 

https://www.unicef.nl/doneren/help-de-kinderen-in-oekraine 

Ukraine 

Kraine 

Raine 

Aine 

Ine 

Ne 

E 
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Short story 
By: Madeline Borkhuis (3EG) 

The thoughts raging inside of me were horrifying, ones that I would never think of myself. My body was 
shaking even though there was nothing wrong - I had no plans and I wasn't cold, I was more warm, to be 
frank. The imaginary fire around me glared and roared, not terrifying in the slightest; in fact, I enjoyed 
the light show going on in my head. The person controlling my thoughts obviously wanted me to have a 
good time. I do not know his name, but I hear his voice every day. It doesn’t matter if I’m trying to get to 
sleep, like this moment, he usually always makes an entrance, normally leaving me with a pounding 
headache that takes ages to get rid of.  

But I can't get rid of him, and the ‘episodes’ progressively started getting worse. My parents have tried 
taking me to the doctor for my headaches, but the doctor couldn't find anything wrong. The person in my 
head was taking over my thoughts. I hate him. I hate him so much. I don't want to do what he tells me, 
but sometimes I can't help myself.  

“ Harry? Harry, are you with us? Earth to Harry?” My best friend Samantha asked. I nodded quickly and 
smiled, the headache from the episode this morning still lingering as the horrifying memories passed 
through my weak head. “Yeah, you looked a bit out of it for a second…” Nathan, my other best friend, 
turned to me while he said that. They both looked extremely worried. How long was I thinking about it? 
How long was he in my head distorting the real images I saw? I only remembered blurriness. I shook my 
head in response to Nate. 

“ I’m fine guys.” I looked around the school cafeteria as my eyes landed on one person in particular. Ian 
Rodge, the guy I take drama classes with and also my nemesis. “Hit him” The voice inside my head said. I 
shook my head violently to try and get him to go away, but it didn’t work, “I said hit him you fool!” He 
shouted this time. I almost went deaf from the noise, despite him just being in my head. “Harry?” Sam 
said concerned. Then Nathan said more, but I couldn’t hear him anymore. I couldn’t hear anyone. I could 
only hear a strange ringing in my ears and felt the person in my head watching through my eyes 
somehow. I felt dizzy and the last thing I heard and felt before I passed out was screaming and my hand 
moving to punch someone in the face. 
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The Dickens project 
By: Frieda van Schaik (1EGA) 

We've all probably heard about it: The Charles Dickens project. You once received an email about it 
and before you knew it, it was project day.

Who was Charles Dickens?  

Charles Dickens lived around 200 years ago. He was born in England, 
1812. But then his father was sent to prison and he had to work in a 
factory. When he was older he traveled to the United States, he wanted 
slavery to stop! A year after this, his famous Christmas writing was 
published: A Christmas Carol. However, this wasn’t where he is most known 
for. He actually became famous for his story’s in the Pickwick papers! When 
he was almost 60 his health wasn’t good anymore and he died.

The first project day

There were two project days. On the first day we had lots of workshops. The groups consisted of 2nd 
and 1st years students. We had to finish a story with a photoscript, make a diary of kids from the 
Victorian times and make a wanted poster! I think lots of us enjoyed this day because of the different 
activities and long break. Beside that I also asked some students for their opinion:

"WHAT DID YOU THINK ABOUT THE WORKSHOPS? AND WHICH ONE DID YOU LIKE THE MOST?”

Koen (2EG): “In the groups I got to know people, which I really liked. My favourite workshop was the 
diary of a poor child, because it was interesting to know more about the people in Dickens his time." 

Boris (1EGA): “I think it was really fun to go into the stories about Charles Dickens and learn about his 
life. It was good to practise with other people from other classes. Personally, I am not really good with 
people and talking to them. So it was good practice. I really liked writing a diary and looking at how life 
was in the past. And also to learn about the difference between poor and rich people during Victorian 
times.” 

The second project day

On the second project day there was 1 more workshop. Then we practised a theatre part. The first 
years performed ‘Getting to know Dickens’ and the 2nd years performed ‘Oliver Twist’. Later in the 
evening this was performed in the Aula for parents and family members. 

WHAT DID YOU THINK ABOUT THE PERFORMANCE?

Koen (2EG): “I liked my role and it is cool how we made up an entire performance in just 1 day.” 

Boris (1EGA): “The performance was really fun. It was a great experience. You had nice interaction with 
your classmates and you could look at the other classes to see how they did. When we had to perform for 
our parents I was a bit nervous. My mom and dad also really enjoyed watching it.” 
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Sandra van Nieuwland the Dutch songbird who 
juggles being a mother and a pop star 
By: Henri Akkerman (2EH) 

Sandra van Nieuwland rose to fame when she 
participated in the Voice of Holland, but how does this 
single mother combine being a mother of three boys 
with being a pop star?  I bet it's really tough. Let's look 
at the answers to my questions. 

If you could be one object what would you be? 

“Then I would like to be an instrument. A piano to be exact. So every now and then I am brought back 
to life a little.” 

Are you a cat or dog person? 

“I used to be more into dogs. We had a shepherd and a fake poodle. But now I go more for the 
stubborn cat. Carlos, a red male cat he has been living with us for almost 16 years!” 

Did you want to be famous as a child? 

“Not at all actually. On the contrary. When I was around 20 I wanted to become a presenter. I then 
presented a radio program on the local radio station. I thought ‘I want to get good at something.’For 
me it's making music and singing. Fame is a by product and unfortunately it is also necessary.” 

What is your favorite Netflix show? 

“Please Like Me and Afterlife”. 

What is it like being a mother to 3 children and also having to be a famous popstar? 

“Do you have a minute? That's a long story. In short, it's fine now. But when my children were younger 
and I suddenly experienced a lot of success, it was just as tough. Everything else had to remain exactly 
the same. I'm just their mother and they think the fact that I sing is pretty cool. But if I make too much 
noise in the attic in my studio, they quickly ask if it can all be quieter… and whether the food is 
almost ready.” 

How did Covid affect your songs? 

“I've had more time and rest to make new songs. There was no pressure, because it wasn't convenient 
to release anything at the time. There were little to no performances, so a lot of time to make an 
album. You can hear that peace and space on the album ‘Wonderland’.” 
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How did you make money while Covid was happening? 

“I didn’t really. A few performances went on. But making an album costs a lot of money.” 

How was your school experience? 

“To be honest I don't remember it very well. I was pretty introverted for a while. When I started 
studying it got to be a lot more fun.” 

Would you like your kids to have the same career as you? 

Music is wonderful if it is your passion. But to really make it your job is quite difficult. So I wouldn't 
recommend it to them unless they'd rather be doing music and writing and creating sounds all day 
and night. I especially hope that they will delve into where their own interests lie. 

Do you have any advice for children today? 

“Put away your phones!” 

It is clear that, phone or no phone, there is no stopping this busy mum/popstar. Go 
check out her new album Wonderland and thank you for reading my article and 
have a wonderful Evening/morning/ night. 
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Fun Facts 
By: Kyra van Schagen (2EG) 

This whole article is just about funny, interesting and crazy fun facts. Go ahead and have 
fun reading all the facts! 
1. Maybe you know the smell when you buy a brand new car they call it the ‘new car smell’. The smell 
comes from over 50+ chemicals! Luckily they are not dangerous. 

2. When you are pregnant your nails and hair grow faster! That is because of the change in hormones 
and the increased blood circulation. 

3. When flying in an airplane you sometimes get food. Most people don't like that food. That is 
because you lose 30% of your taste buds while flying! How crazy! 

4. When breathing through your nose, one nostril does the most. It changes every 
several hours. 

5. The M&M from M&M stands for Mars & Murrie, the two people who created the 
tasty chocolate. 

6. Cotton candy was invented by a dentist! It is not known why he did it but I think he just wanted  
more clients. 

7. In 2013 the British journal of psychology did a study that when you chew gum you can concentrate 
much better, so if you need to study just grab some gum! 

8. We share 50% of our DNA with bananas. 

9. A lot of people want kids but maybe not anymore after this fact. Children ask 
300! questions EVERY day. 

10. Cows kill more people than sharks do. 

11. Animals are amazing! Dogs can smell cancer and bees can detect bombs! 

12. As a person that wears headphones a lot. I was shocked! If you wear 
headphones for just an hour, bacteria can increase by 700 times! 

13. Avocados are fruit not vegetables. They are considered single-seeded berries. 

14. The Eiffel Tower can grow 15cm in the summer, because of expansion in the iron. 

15. The voices of Mickey and Minnie mouse got married in real life. Cute!!! 

16. Ketchup was first sold as medicine.               
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Brief interview with Mr. Peeters 
By: Teun van der Vlugt (1EGA) 

 

What do you like about being a teacher? 
“I like teaching History because I find it interesting, I already 
knew that when I was 10 years old.” 

Why did you choose to become a History teacher? 
"History is interesting because it helps you explain how the 
world is right now. For example, the war in Ukraine you can’t 
explain that without History.” 

How old are you and how old do you feel? 
“I am about to turn 55. It depends, sometimes you feel 59 and sometimes you feel the same as you 
were at the age of 21.” 

Did you always like History? 
“Yes, because I like stories from the past. I mean, the word ‘story’ is in hiSTORY. And we have our own 
stories to tell. The question is, are you prepared to listen to these stories?” 

What is your favorite period?  
“I think more than history so the last 100 years and perhaps in this the 1920’s and 1930’s. When I had 
to write a book I chose that period. It was also interesting because when I did the research in the 
1980’s I could still interview people who had lived in the 1930’s as a child.” 

Do you have older siblings? 
“Yes, I have older brothers and sisters, but I don't have a younger sibling.” 

Thank you Mr. Peeters for taking the time to answer a few questions! 
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Fun  
By: Frieda van Schaik (1EGA) 

Bored? Do this rebus!  

 

Meme

12

’

We are always looking for new members to join the Mendel Times. 
Interested in writing for us? Send an email to Ms. Dams 
(brdams@mendelcollege.nl) for more information or to apply!

mailto:brdams@mendelcollege.nl
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