
From the Editor - Ms. Dams 
I am pleased to present this year’s first issue of the Mendel Times. The 
editorial staff has worked so hard to create a newsletter that is interesting to 
read for teachers, students and parents. In these unprecedented times I think 
it is all the more important that we have a creative outlet. Each week, for the 
past couple of months, the Mendel Times students came together to 
brainstorm, write and create. Some had to use their resources to organise an 
interview with someone famous, others sought their interviews closer to 
home and spoke to people at the Mendelcollege and some used their time to 
craft puzzles and draw hilarious comics.  

I am very proud of the students’ work and I hope that you’ll enjoy reading the 
articles, comics, columns (and of course doing the puzzles!) which the 
editorial staff has worked so hard on. If you are a TTO student and you are 
interested in joining our team, feel free to get into contact with me.  
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Interview with the principal (Mr. Heinemeijer) 
By: Erik van Duijn Recalde, Koen Federer and Stan Bogaers (1EGA1) 

In times of corona, you have an important job as the principal of a secondary school, because you have 
to make the decisions about the extra rules to prevent the coronavirus from spreading in school. We 
were very curious about how he did that, so we decided to interview him (on October 23, 2020). We 
hope you enjoy the interview! 

Hello Mr. Heinemeijer! How are you? 
“I am well! I very much enjoy being the principal of this school. I used to live and work in Amsterdam. 
Now I have been living and working in Haarlem for 1 year. I really like the fact that students do 
something like this interview and I enjoy working with the teachers.”  

Why did the Mendelcollege decide to require face-masks at the start of the school year?  
“Last year, the school was closed. I really disliked this, because I believe in the kind of education in 
which students learn in a classroom. You can have little chats with the person sitting next to you, you 
have direct (eye) contact with the teacher and you can get to know your classmates better. I was really 
glad that the schools were opening again after the summer break and I thought, ‘What can we do to 
keep the schools open as long as possible and so that teachers feel comfortable going to school?’ 
Teachers of course really want to teach you [students] new things, in a classroom. However, it is of 
course really scary that there is a risk of contracting the virus. It's also kind of strange that you are 
only allowed to meet a few people but at a school +/- 2000 people come in and out every day. So, we 
thought, ‘how can we make it as safe as possible?’ We thought about realising cough screens, walking 
routes, etc. but many staff members said they thought it would be best if everyone wore a face mask, 
because in this way you are reminded to keep a little distance. A face-mask isn’t there for no reason! 
So, we said, ‘let’s just do it!’” 

At the start of the school year the breaks were separated for year 1-3 and year 4-6. However, all 
the classes now have their break at the same time. Why? 
“Good question! The breaks were separated to make them less busy and to make it easier for everyone 
to keep their distance. That worked out very well, but it was also rather disorderly, because when you 
had your break, other students had their lessons. It was difficult to concentrate with all the noise from 
outside. We therefore decided to change it again. Everyone has their lessons till the 3rd hour, a break, 
two lessons and another break. But, we thought, ‘Then we have to spread everyone out, cause 
otherwise it will be too busy.’ We placed tents outside, so you can also go outside when it is raining. 
We wanted to make it a really cosy place. We hung up lamps, and a little while ago we handed out hot 
chocolate to the students.” 

Are you busier now because of the coronavirus?  
“You’re asking good questions! It’s not busier or less busy, but it’s very different. Normally, we are more 
occupied, together with the teachers, with the development of education. We focus on what we can 
we do more to allow students to enjoy lessons and invent new, exciting field trips. This is less now 
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because we are busier with inventing and maintaining (new) rules. So, there are other things you 
have to work on. For example, the walk-in-days for the primary school students. Last year, students 
could just walk in and have a look but the coronavirus makes this impossible. So, we’re considering 
that the walk-in-days are only for students and parents won’t be able to join them. This is of course 
very different, but it can also be that we simply have to cancel.”  

Do you think that face-masks work? 
“I don't think so because normally when you wear a (medical) face-mask you throw it away once 
you’ve used it. We don't do that, we simply wash our face-masks so that we don't need to buy new 
ones. I don't think that it works for medical reasons but I do think it helps people from maintaining 
1,5-meter distance. So, I think it helps in terms of behaviour and not for medical reasons.” 

Are you happy with all the [media] attention the school is getting? 
“Yes, in a way, because when I saw the news that face masks are necessary at schools then I think that 
we have managed it well. Additionally, I think that parents are also happy that the school is making 
good decisions.”  

Are you afraid of contracting coronavirus? 
“No, I am not afraid. I am someone who generally isn't afraid of things. 
During the breaks I also like to walk around and if I were afraid I wouldn’t do this.  
If I contract the virus then there’s not much I can do about it other than by taking the right 
precautions.” 

Why do you think that things are going so well at the Mendelcollege (compared to other 
schools)? 
“Well, here, most teachers wanted the same things to happen and that makes a difference. We work 
together very well. 
If we all show the same behaviour, and it works, then you can set an example to students who will 
then soon follow. At other schools you see that teachers don't all think in a similar way. I think this is 
what makes our approach work so well.” 

Do you think that it is possible to keep 1,5-meter distance at school? 
“No, I think, firstly, that it is not in our (human) nature to maintain 1,5-meter distance. 
Secondly, for social reasons, I think keeping 1,5-meter distance is quite strange (but necessary) 
because people tend to come closer to speak to one another.  
Also, the classical languages corridor isn't even 1,5-meter width so it is very difficult to keep the 1,5-
meter distance. The classrooms also aren’t big enough to keep 1,5-meter distance. So physically we 
can't and I think socially it is really hard.” 

Is it an idea to let the teachers walk from classroom to classroom? 
“As a school we thought about it but it is difficult because it is important that students move a bit. 
Students shouldn’t sit in a classroom all day. We also thought about letting students have a break in 
the classroom. However, we think that students also need to have the option to move and go outside. 
Now, teachers mostly remain in their classrooms and the students move switch classrooms.” 
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(Inter)national internship 2020 
By: Marijn van Kooten (5V1) 

Due to the pandemic, many students haven’t been able to go on the trips that they were scheduled to 
go on. As TTO students, the trips that come with our program are some of the most memorable events 
in our time at this school. To go out and explore foreign countries with your friends is not something 
you get to do often, finding yourself in situations you will continue to joke and talk about until the 
end of your high school career and beyond. The international internship in the fifth class is one of the 
trips that has changed tremendously. Instead of going abroad, the students have to find a place to do 
their internship in this country and may have to do it individually even if they initially did not want to.  

The international internship is meant to introduce the fifth year students to another culture and to 
learn to use the English language in practical instances. Occasionally, it also helps the students to get 
acquainted with a particular field they may be interested in pursuing after high school. The freedom 
the students get to adjust the internship according to their own interests and preferences plays a huge 
part in the excitement for it. Normally, students would be able to go to a foreign country that they 
choose themselves, but because of the virus the possibilities are limited.  

“I was first going to sail the world on a big sailboat, but sadly 
the organisation cancelled our arrangement.” 

When asked about her plans for the internship, a student explains that she was planning on going to 
Austria in order to give skiing lessons to little children. “I have always wanted to become a ski 
instructor when I grew up, so this would have helped me see if I actually liked it.”, she said. She is 
now forced to look for something that lines up with her interests that she can do in this country. This 
may be something entirely different than what she was planning on doing. 

Even while being disappointed about their plans not working out, the students had to find an 
alternative in The Netherlands. A student explained: “I was first going to sail the world on a big 
sailboat, but sadly the organisation cancelled our arrangement. Now I am going to spend some time 
on another sailboat in Amsterdam. I could, however, only do maintenance tasks, since we were not 
allowed to sail out.” After he finished the internship there, he stated: “It was a pity that I could not sail 
the world, but this internship was a fun, short alternative.” So, even though some students had big 
plans and were really looking forward to their internship, most people can still find something that 
excites them. Others have a harder time finding something that is worthwhile to them.  

Even with the coronavirus and all trips that were forced to be cancelled or plans that had to be 
altered, the fifth year TTO students have tried their best to improvise and think of ways to make the 
best of the situation. After all, the international internship is an obligated part of the IB programme 
and it is very useful to take this opportunity to gain experience in a certain field. Still, students have 
had to give up on some of their aspirations, which is a problem many teenagers today have had to face 
due to COVID.  
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Interview: Dennis van 
der Geest 
By: Dorée Kouwenhoven, Ivy RuHe and 
BabeHe Boersma (1EGA1) 

Dennis van der Geest is a former judoka who 
was 1 time world champion, 2 times European 
champion, joined the Olympic games 3 times 
and won 1 bronze medal. You might also know 
him as a presenter and a DJ. He also used to go 
to this school. That's why we’ve interviewed 
him. 

When were you at the Mendelcollege? 
I think I came to the Mendelcollege in 1986 or 
1987. 
 
What did you do at the Mendelcollege?  
First there was only havo and vwo. I did havo. 
 
How was it at the Mendelcollege? 
I think the Mendelcollege is a nice school. A 
little bit strict, but that was actually good for me 
I think. It was sometimes hard for me to sit still. 
I really enjoyed the school and I had a very nice 
group. A while ago I went back to the 
Mendelcollege to visit. I really enjoyed being 
back at this school. The school has changed. It 
always has been a large school, but it has grown 
a lot. My son also attends the Mendelcollege, he 
does  4 mavo. 
 

If you had to choose a high school again, 
would you choose the Mendelcollege again?
Yes, I think I would. Back in the days I didn't 
have a lot of choice and my parents also played 
a part in choosing a school. I liked the 
Kennemer Lyceum too, but my parents thought 
the Mendelcollege would fit me better. I think 
they were right about that. 

Who was your favorite teacher? 
My favorite teacher was a history teacher named 
Mr. Ho Ten Soeng. Later Mr. Ho Ten Soeng 
became mayor of Venhuizen. A teacher who 
used to teach me German, is still works at the 
Mendelcollege. He is now vice principal and his 
name is Mr. Bloem. 
 
Was there TTO when you were at the 
Mendelcollege? 
Far as I know there was no bilingual education 
when I was at the Mendelcollege. 
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FUN & FACTS 
 
Word of the month: 
Defenestrate’, which means: To throw someone out of a window. 

Fun fact of the month: 
Baby puffins are called puffl ings. 



New music recommendations & Best of 10’s 
By: Koen Federer (1EGA1) 

Are you searching for that new song or album but you can’t really find it? This is the right place to be! 
In this column I'm going to tell you about the 5 best new songs and albums to 
listen to. 
 
‘Letters to remember’ (Lucas & Steve) Date of release: 16-10-2020 
This album is a more DJ-ish album and a great album to listen to when you 
need some motivation. In the album there are previously released songs (for 
example ‘perfect’ and ‘where have you gone (anywhere)’), but there are also 
new good songs (for example ‘Wait for life’ and ‘Magnets’). My top favourites 

are ‘Another life (feat. Alida)’ and ‘Letters’ (they were 
released just before the album). 
 
‘In de schuur’ (Snelle and Ronnie Flex) Date of release: 16-10-2020 
This is a Dutch pop-song from the growing artist ‘Snelle’ with ‘Ronnie Flex’. It’s 
meant to give you power with lines as “Iedereen is ergens diep van binnen toch 
geboren om te winnen. Kom op jongen, gooi eens olie op het vuur” (‘everyone is 
born to win, come on, let the fire in you come loose!’) It's a great song to listen 
to before an important sports game, for example, to get fired up. 

 
‘Ruzie’ (Philly Moré and Lil’ Kleine) Date of release: 14-08-2020 
This is a Dutch hip-hop song from the relatively unknown artist ‘Philly Moré’ 
featuring one of the if not the most famous rapper in the Netherlands: Lil’ 
Kleine. The song begins with a very catchy chorus sung by Philly Moré himself. 
After that there comes a bunch of great rap lines from ‘Lil’ Kleine’ In which he 
raps about how much he loves the person the song is about and how he 
doesn’t want any more of the fights mentioned in the rap. In short: a great 

song! 
 
‘Levitating’ (Dua Lipa) Date of release: 27-03–2020 
This is one of the new songs from one of the if not the best singer at the 
moment: Dua Lipa. It's a very up-tempo song, exactly what we're used to from 
her. It's like a mix from all sorts of different styles. In short: a versatile artist and 
a versatile song. A good song for the whole family. 

‘Head & Heart’ (Joel Corry) Date of release: 03-07-2020 
Again a really up-tempo song from a relatively new artist named ‘Joel 
Corry’.The song is about how he’s happy on the outside but is actually sad on  
the inside. But slowly becomes also happy from the inside. A very good song 
to listen to when you’re sad and you want to feel happy again. This song is 
also the number one in the Dutch top 40 week 42. 
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In this column I will look back at the 3 best albums of a decade in my opinion. This time I'm doing the 
10’s (2020 not included). The list is fully my opinion, so not based on the amount of views, streams 
etc. 

‘Broken machine’ (Nothing but thieves) 
This album was released by the British pop-rock band ‘Nothing but thieves’ on 8 
September 2017. The album contains hits such as ‘Amsterdam’ and ‘Sorry’. The 
band already had some fans from their first album named ‘Nothing but thieves’, 
but by this album the popularity of the band exploded. They gained lots of 
popularity and became, according to many people, one of the best bands from 
the moment. Their newest album (Moral panic) was released on the 23rd of 
October 2020 so I couldn’t include it in this list but I thought it at least 

deserved an honourable mention in this list. 

The bones of what you believe’ (CHVRCHES) 
This is the debut album of the synth-pop band ‘CHVRCHES’.  It was released 
on 20 September 2013. The album had hits such as: ‘The mother we share’ 
and ‘Tether’. I liked the album a lot because it’s really original. Back then it 
was a completely new style of music. I also like that the album is good at all 
times. When you're sad, or happy, it also really gets you from the bench to go 
sport (success not guaranteed, but it helped me).  

‘Balance’ (Armin van Buuren) 
This is a really big compilation album from the really famous DJ Armin van 
Buuren. The album consists of 28 songs (the average album has around 12 songs 
in it). It's a very good album because there are many hits in it such as ‘Something 
real’, ‘Wild wild son’ and ‘Blah blah blah’. My personal favourites are: ‘Sucker for 
love’ and ‘Don’t let me go’. Other great songs are ‘Something real’ (mentioned 
earlier) and ‘Unlove you’. But he didn’t make the whole album on his own. There 
are over 40 people involved in the making of the album. The Album was released 

on the 25th of October 2019. (WARNING: Some of the songs are explicit. This means that some of the 
songs contain coarse language). 
 
Honorable mentions (not in any specific order): 
‘Amigo’ (Chef’Special) 
‘Chromatica’ (Lady Gaga) 
‘Joanne’ (Lady Gaga) 
‘Different world’ (Alan Walker) 
‘Unfold’ (Chef’Special) 
‘Vierentwintig’ (Snelle) 
‘Future Nostalgia’ (Dua Lipa) 
‘Moral panic’ (Nothing but thieves)  
‘Backspacer’ (Pearl Jam) 
   
There are many more good albums from the 10’s but these are my favourites. I hope you enjoyed it! 

7



What do we think of our school? 

By: Cleo Oldenziel & Asha Ie (1EGA1) 

We were interested in the opinion of the students and teacher about the school. We asked some people what 
they think of the school, homework and stuff like that. We interviewed three students: Ivy, Nick and Erik 
(1EGA1) and Ms. Dams, teacher and chief editor of the Mendel Times. 

The hallways, the break, the best place in the class 
Ivy says the hallways are nice with all the painVngs, but it’s not so nice if you're walking in the hallway and 
other people push you. In the break Ivy is on her phone, eaVng her food and chaYng with friends. Her 
favourite place in class is in the middle.  
We wanted to interview Nick from 1EGA1 but he only came if Erik (also 1EGA1) came, so we interviewed both. 
They say that the hallways are very busy. In the breaks they play games. They don’t eat. Nick: “no, I don’t, I 
never eat, I don’t know what food is”. The nicest place to sit in class is in the back at the window “because 
there you can talk without the teacher noVcing”.  

Ms. Dams thinks the hallways are busy, but the staircases are busier. In the break she usually hangs out with 
Ms. Veldhuijzen en Mr. Asses. They are both English teachers too. “We have o]en eat together… Well, snacks, 
mostly.” Her favourite classroom is the room she teaches most in: 327.  

Changes 
We also asked Ivy what she thinks of the changes at the Mendelcollege. She replied, “In the beginning it was 
weird to wear all the face masks and everything, but now it’s kind of normal.”  
Nick and Erik don’t like the corona changes either, “We are sad because there wasn’t a school camp.” Ms Dams 
thinks the corona changes are good because they are necessary. She also thinks the new changes at the school 
are GREAT. She loves all the plants and thinks it’s nice more people have a place to sit.  

Planning , favourite subject, school in general 
Ivy doesn’t use a planner, but she uses her diary someVmes. Her favourite subject is Technics. She doesn’t 
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really know why. There aren’t many things that should be changed in the school. However, she said (and we 
think that that is a very good point) that it is strange that the first lesson takes fi]y minutes, but the lesson 
a]er that only has forty-five minutes because you need five minutes to walk from one class to another. So, 
maybe Mendel can change that? 
She doesn't have a typical Vme to study for a test or quiz, “It depends how hard the subject is,” she says. Of 
course Ivy always does her homework. Lastly, she likes the school because you can do a lot here, from TTO 
gymnasium to mavo. You can do it all, and that's really great. 
Erik and Nick don’t use planners or diaries. Both said their favourite subject is MathemaVcs because it’s easy 
and fun. For a test or quiz Nick and Erik think they pracVce three hours, but they spread it out over a few days. 
They don’t always do their homework. A]er all Mendelcollege is preHy good.  They said, “Why else would 
we’ve chosen this school?” 

Ms Dams uses a planner, because if she doesn't her plans will mess up and she will forget everything.  We 
asked what her favourite way to teach is and she told us that she likes to involve the students by asking 
quesVons and leYng them talk as well. She tries to grade tests and quizzes within a week, but someVmes it 
takes a liHle longer. If you get lessons from Ms Dams, make sure you do your homework! As a punishment for 
people who don’t do their homework she let them rewrite an irregular verbs list. In general she says; “I love 
this school, it’s wonderful. The students and teachers are nice. It’s good here.” 
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Students’ perspec8ves 

By: Charline Kwadrin and Julie den Exter (2EGA) 

We asked our class a few ques8ons about 3 subjects and decided to write an ar8cle about 
these subjects. The subjects discussed were corona, 2020 and the school (Mendelcollege). In 
our news recap we will discuss the events of 2020 and the environment. 

We discussed the statements below with our own class (2EGA) and we noted the percent of 
people who agreed/disagreed with the statement. We wrote down the final result with the 
words: agreed, disagreed or 50/50. 

Statements about Corona: 
1. Masks in the Netherlands are a good idea. Agree 
2. Are we going into lockdown soon? Agree 
3. I liked being in quaranVne and having online school. Disagree 
4. We are doing well at social distancing in the Netherlands. Disagree 
5. I agree with the choices the government makes about Corona. Agree 

Statements about 2020: 
8.    I downloaded Tik Tok because of corona. 50/50 
9.    The environment is doing beHer this year. Agree 
10.  I think the BLM (black lives maHer) demonstraVons were the right thing to do. 50/50 

Statements about the Mendelcollege: 
11.  It was a good choice from school to start with masks at the beginning of the year. Agree 
12.  Rules at school are exaggerated. Disagree 
13.  Does saniVsing at school help? 50/50 
14.  It was a good choice to make some changes on the inside and outside of the school. Agree 
15.  The Mendelcollege is a good school and I like it here.  Agree 

What are your favourite changes at the school? 
Anna (2EGA):   
“I really like how they change the study room and also that they put tables 
in the cafeteria and it is really a more modern school.” 
Josie (2EGA): 
 “I liked how they changed the lockers and put pictures on the lockers.” 

How did you experience the changes? 
Josie (2EGA): 
“I do like them because they are different and there are new things added 
to the school.” 

Do you think the changes are a good thing to do to the school? 
Anna (2EGA): 
“Yes because it just brings a nice vibe to the school.” 

Do the changes look good? 
Josie (2EGA): 
“I think they do look good and they look really new and modern.” 
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News recap 

2020 
This year started off with rumours of a virus in China, a]er a few days we found out that it is 
real. The virus would be deadly for elders and people with weak lungs. Slowly, the situaVon 
became real and the virus entered our country. InfecVon staVsVcs went up in every country. 
March 15th we went into lockdown. This was decided on March 13th. In June we could slowly 
go out and go to school.  

In the beginning of the year there were bushfires in Australia. At least 33 people were killed. 11 
million hectares of bush and trees were burnt. A fund raising was held to collect money for 
Australia. February 10 2020 the fires were exVnguished. 

May 25 George Floyd was killed. This brought up demonstraVons and many people destroyed 
things and got arrested. The police officer who killed Floyd was arrested and a few days later he 
got out. Many influencers spread awareness to the black community and it was much 
appreciated. 

Environment 
In the first months the environment definitely improved because we had to stay home except 
for the people who had an important job like a doctor or a fireman. The environment improved 
because the carbon dioxide in the air decreased because we did not travel anymore. It was all 
because of Corona so we could say that Corona also did something good. 
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Teacher Interview: Ms. Korstanje 

By Bima Poeze (1EHA2) 

It was Thursday a]er school, I was greeted by my English teacher in the classroom. As always, she was very 
energeVc and posiVve.  

She was born nearly 50 years ago in the summer. She was named a]er her mother (Suzanne) and her aunt 
(Trijntje). When she was growing up she carried “Beukenootje”  as her nick name because Korstanje sounds 
like Kastanje and  then someone changed it to Beukenootje. She doesn’t seem to be bothered with that name. 
I think it’s cool. 

She does not believe in horoscopes but her character is as tough as a lion “If I have my mind on something I 
will make it happen”, which is very inspiring and proven to be true. She always wanted to become a teacher, 
even when many of her teachers tried to convince her otherwise. Her inspiraVon was her Dutch teacher who 
inspired her by the way he taught things. He could always make things very interesVng. Ms. Korstanje had a 
chance to teach at her previous school where she met her teacher again and he was very proud and he 
actually knew that she would make it.  

Her favourite school-subject was English rather than other subjects with numbers like maths and economics. 
She was also passionate to learn history at that Vme because there are so many things that we do now in our 
culture based on things that we used to do in the past. Understanding history will guide us to make our 
present and future beHer.  

“I used to idolise Michael J. Fox” 

She used to work at a school in Amersfoort, also as an English teacher, then she moved to Hoofddorp and now 
it is her 13th year at the Mendelcollege. The life of a teacher involves a very hard rouVne but then she get to 
enjoy all of the holidays. In her free Vme she likes to walk in nature, watch movies and she enjoys going out for 
dinner with her family or friends. She goes to the gym once a week and she cycles to work.  

Ms. Korstanje visited Australia about 15 years ago and was impressed by the culture and the people in 
Australia that the idea to live there fascinated her.  
 
Just like any teenager of her Vme she used to idolise Michael J. Fox, the actor from the film, “Back to the 
future”. The hot thing happening at that Vme were ‘flippo’s’ which you could collect from some chips’ brand. 

I ended my interview by asking some random quesVons. When I asked her if she can choose a superpower she 
said “To be able to fly or to be invisible”, she chose to be able to fly so she will have a chance to see the whole 
world. When I asked her if she would rather communicate with animals or plants, she chose to be able to 
communicate with the animals.  

I forgot to menVon that when I asked her if she has a hidden talent, she said “the gi] of the gab*” which again 
is true. I enjoyed the conversaVon with Mrs. Korstanje and with this I would like to thank her for stealing her 
Vme and to give us a liHle look into her life. 
 
*The gi] of the gab means the ability to speak well. 
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Fun! 
By Oscar Nolan (1EGA1) and Hannah Schlatmann (4H2) 

A-maze-ing maze! 

Bring this puffling back to his parents: 
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Look for the words! 
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Meme of the month: 
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By: Larissa Mulders & Esmee Heijen (1EGA1)
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