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The newsletter written for (and by) TTO students
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BURY ST EDMUNDS, CROSSWORD 
PUZZLE  & NEW MUSIC BY ARTIST 

S10.  

Welcome to this year’s first issue of the Mendel Times. This issue is 
shorter than usual but ever so entertaining. Hopefully, after reading 
this issue you can get an idea of what the Mendel Times is all about. As 
Mendel Times member, you are in charge of the content. You can write 
about anything you wish. No writing experience? No problem! You can 
develop your writing skills with us.  

Interested? If you would like to join our team (all TTO students are 
eligible) then send an email to Ms. Dams (brdams@mendelcollege.nl). 

-The Mendel Times team

 
2ND YEAR VWO 
TRIP TO BURY 

Read all about the 
2nd year’s trip to the 
beautiful town Bury 
St Edmunds. It was a 
lovely week! (page 

2) 

 

SHORT STORY 
What if you lived in a 

world that judges 
you based on how 

well you can write? 
Read Madeleine’s 

short story on page 
8.
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2nd year school trip to Bury St. Edmunds 
By: Frieda van Schaik (2EG) 

Before the autumn break it was travel week! The 2TTO vwo classes 
went to Bury st. Edmunds. 

Day 1 

On the first day we had to be at school at 5 in the morning. We said goodbye to our parents and off we 
went! Sitting in the bus for 12 hours wasn’t fun (obviously) although I did enjoy chatting with my 
friends. In Calais we took the ferry to Dover! This took 1,5 hours and during this time we played some 
games and went outside to enjoy the view. I really enjoyed being on the deck, although it was a little 

cold. We went back on the bus and at the end of the day we arrived in Bury st Edmunds where our 
host families picked us up. To get to my host family we had to walk for 5 minutes to the house. The 
lady was very kind. Her name was Cristina and she had a husband named Nigel. They also had a son, 
who I only saw twice. Then we unpacked our luggage and chilled for a bit. We ate dinner, pasta, and 
went to bed. We were really tired after the long bus ride. 

Day 2 

The second day we had class. It was in quite a small building 
for a school. We all sat in chairs with a little table attached to 
it. We had a break and the lessons continued. We did a little 
puzzle about Cambridge and then we had a tour through the 
city. We saw The Nutshell (England’s smallest pub), the church 
and the Abbey Gardens! In my opinion The Nutshell was the 
nicest. We had to walk quite fast since the tour was really 
short. We had to get to the school again for our sports activity 
and you could choose between Rugby or Zumba. I chose to do Zumba and although I liked it, it wasn’t 
my favourite activity of the week. After this we could chill for a bit in the school and we had to walk to 
the bus station where we would be picked up again by our host families. The dinner of the night was 
potatoes, a sausage and some vegetables. We also got a dessert: Stoned apples with custard and 
cinnamon. This was really delicious.  
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Day 3 

On Wednesday we went to Cambridge! We met at the bus station and drove 
to Cambridge for a small hour with our bus driver. When we arrived we had 
a tour past all the colleges. There were so many! The tour lasted for around 
2 hours and we were guided by one of the teachers from the school who 
also gave us a tour through Bury. After the tour we went punting. We got in 
a boat ( a punt) with someone who toured us over the water. It was just 
like the boats in Venice. We passed multiple colleges and went under lots of 
pretty bridges. It was very sunny weather, so we sat down comfortably 
eating some snacks watching the beautiful view. The ducks in the water 
also really liked our snacks, I think, because 
they followed our boat! I think the punting was- 
besides the free time- the most fun activity of 

the week! When we got off the boat we had free time! We bought some 
Cambridge sweaters, saw some more shops, got some food and bought 
souvenirs. After this we went to the bus again and it started to rain so it 
was good we were going back! We drove back to Bury, got picked up by 
our host family and ate dinner.  

Day 4 

Thursday was the last day in Bury. We had class again just like on Tuesday. 
During the lesson we explained to the teacher about The Netherlands and 
we did some more English. After school we went to the town to finish our 
week with a selfie challenge! This was really fun, because we could move 
around town searching for the things we had to photograph. When this 
was finished we had some more free time. My friends and I went to 
Starbucks and after that we went to a little supermarket to buy some food 
for the next day’s bus ride. Then we went back to our host families to pack 
our stuff and eat dinner for the last time. We had a delicious curry with 
rice.  

Day 5 

Friday morning started by getting dressed and packing our last things. Luckily today we didn’t have to 
be on the bus as early as on Monday. But we had to collect at 8! We said goodbye to our host family 
and started driving. We drove over a bridge where we could see the skyline of Londen. After 3 hours 
of driving we arrived at the ferry. We had to go through English and French security again. Then we 
suddenly had to hurry because we could take a ferry earlier. This meant we would get home earlier! 
On the ferry we enjoyed some food and went out. It was better weather than on Monday, so we could 
look further into the distance. The time on the ferry went by very quickly. We had to continue our bus 
ride through France and Belgium. When we were in the Netherlands we had a stop at a Subway to get 
some food and I ate a wrap. The last hours on the bus everyone was very energetic and it was very 
fun! When we arrived at school (20:30) again all the parents were there and it was the end of the trip. 
It was such a good trip! 
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Crossword puzzle about the teachers at Mendel
By: Cleo Oldenziel (3EA2) 

DOWN
1. Mr… shares his first name with the snowman from Frozen (chemistry teacher) 

2. Mr de… has a dog named Indy (geography teacher) 

3. Mr… Scottish (english teacher) 

4. Mr… used to be a substitute teacher at mendel(history teacher) 

5. Mr… known for his amazing T-shirts (history teacher) 

6. Ms van… has a daughter who studies psychology (math teacher) 

7. Mr… gives a cake-day every year (physics teacher) 

8. Mr… known for slightly inappropriate jokes (PE teacher) 

9. Ms… editor of the Mendel Times (English teacher) 
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10. Ms… killed 5 guinea pigs by squeezing them too hard (English teacher) 

11. Ms…used as an example person in tests very often (math teacher) 

ACROSS 

10. Mr… has an iPad, apple pencil, apple watch, iPhone, etc. (physics teacher) 

12. Mr… teaches mental health classes (biology teacher) 

13. Ms… worked at mendel for 20+ years (german teacher) 

14. Ms… drummer at the MTS band (RE teacher) 

15. Mr… when the birds are whistling everybody should be listening (art teacher) 

16. Ms… married to a janitor and likes tattoos (art teacher) 

17. Mr… sends memes to Ms Dams (English teacher) 

18. Mr van der… has bleached hair (economy teacher) 

19. Mr… always wears fancy clothing (history teacher) 

20. Ms van der… just had a baby (PE teacher) 

21. Ms… Gimkit and “I love Friday” T-shirts (math teacher) 

22. Ms… Ms Dams’ 2nd best friend (English teacher) 

For answers, turn to page 11. 
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Album recommendations: 'Ik Besta Voor Altijd 
Zolang Jij Aan Mij Denkt' - S10 
By: Koen Federer (3EG) 

Songs in the Dutch language (NederPop) are becoming increasingly 
popular. Artists such as Kris Kross Amsterdam, S10 and Froukje are 
winning ground in the Dutch Pop charts compared to the last few 
years where English music has dominated. One of those NederPop 
artists (S10) has just released a new album. 

S10? Who is that?

Stien den Hollander started out as a hip hop artist. She released her first single on Spotify in 2017, 
back when she was only 17 years old. By doing this, she started a very successful music career with 
many highlights. She later went on to sign a recorddeal with the hip hop label 'Noah's Ark' in January 
of 2018. S10 proceeded to release her first album named 'Snowsniper' in November of 2019. In 2021 
she had her first entry in the Dutch top 40 with the song 'Adem Je In'. Around this time I noticed the 
song, and started following her on Spotify. The song peaked at number 15 on the list, staying in it for 
8 weeks. Back then it was not one of my favorite artists. That moment came when 'De Diepte' was 
released. This later turned out to be the song that was sent in to the Eurovision song contest by the 
Netherlands. From the moment I first heard the song, I felt really attached to it and I became a big 
fan. Now, in 2022 she has released a new album. 

Opinion on my favorite songs from the album

The first part of the album stands out most for me, so I will give a detailed opinion on the first 6 
songs. 

The album starts out with a more abstract song, named 'Zondagskind'. The vocal and instrumental 
lines are not always aligned perfectly, but that is also part of its beauty. It simply does not have to be. 

The next song is called 'Wat Als Niemand Op Mij Wacht. This is an example of the amazing 
instrumentals produced by Sim Fane. It is a school board example of a perfect beat switch. The song 
starts out slow, but then proceeds to a more house type beat. This part is characterized by the (in my 
opinion) perfectly used reverb and delay. The effect is best when you listen with earpods or 
headphones, because the beat is very spacious, it feels like it's all around you. 

The next song is one of my favorites. The collaboration between Froukje and S10 is called 'Nooit Meer 
Spijt'. In my opinion, the baseline is what makes the song so good. The cherry on the cake is the 
combination of the amazing voices of the two singers. They are both unique in their own way. Making 
a very high quality song possible. The next song (‘Jupiter’) is not one of my favorites. Still a very solid 
song though, but just not one of the best in my opinion. After that comes the song that was already 
mentioned earlier on, 'De Diepte'. As I mentioned, I've grown very attached to the song. Also mainly 
because of the lyrics. An example of this are the following lines:' Ik schuil onder de tafel en ik hoop dat 
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jij me vindt, Ik wacht al heel de avond, ach ik lijk wel een kind, Ik bijt weer op mijn tanden en ik weet dat 
jij dat ook doet, Maar god wat moet ik anders, wanneer is het genoeg.' 

The song that follows after this is very personal to me, because I have had quite some struggles and 
still have them from time to time and I can really relate to these lyrics. It has also really helped me 
recently, when I went through a tough time. Simply writing down some of the lyrics will not do this 
time, because the instrumentals really enhance the meaning of the lyrics. This song is my personal 
favorite of the album and also one of my favorite songs of all time. 

Some of my other favorite songs on the album are: 

• Duik Diep 

• Dans Mij Naar Huis 

• Adem Je In 

Overall opinion on the album

In my opinion this is one of the best albums ever produced in the Dutch language. Everything just 
seems perfect to me. The instrumentals, the lyrics, the buildup, everything! So as you will probably 
have noticed, I really recommend it and really think you should have a listen. The album covers quite 
a wide range of music styles, so there is quite a big chance of there being something in it for you!

If you liked this and would like to have some more recommendations, you 
can always follow me on Spotify under the username 'Koen Federer'. You 
can either look up my username or scan the QR-code on the right.
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Short story 
By: Madeline Borkhuis (4EG) 

I impatiently stand in line to get my book reviewed and published. I want to get to a higher rank quickly. I 
watch as a girl with shiny green hair skips the line and goes straight to the front. “No fair. Just because 
she’s a Cildon, she gets to skip the line,” I mutter under my breath through gritted teeth. I finally get to the 
front of the line after what feels like hours. There, I met a very tired-looking publisher. “Name?” she asks. 
“Lucy,” I reply. She types on her keyboard for a second. “Lucy, rank Endric?” she asks, looking up at me. 
“Yes, that's me,” I say, a little embarrassed at my rank. She chuckles a little bit, “It’s funny how you guys 
think you’re going to go up a rank all the time. Book name, sweetie?” I stand there for a second, 
dumbfounded by her comment. “U-uh it’s Glass Photos,” I reply after a moment. She motions me to put 
my book into a box on her desk as always, and I walk back home. 

You see, I live in a world where your position in society is decided based on how well you can write. The 
ranks are Hirq, Endric, Besyll, Loris, Ferin and Cildon. With Cildon being the best and Hirq being the 
worst. You can tell someone’s rank based on the badge we wear. I wear a yellow circle badge, marking me 
with Endric. 

I sit on my bed hoping that my book will go through and be successful. My dream is to go to Hamrick: 
School of Literature, but in order to get in you must at least be a Loris. Loris is only the bare minimum. It 
is extremely hard to get in with the rank of Lorris, but where I am now I can’t even apply. If my rank 
drops any more I’ll be homeless in a week, on my 18th birthday. My mom comes into my room telling me 
it’s time for dinner. She bears a red square marking her rank of Ferin and so does my dad. They don’t 
interact with me much because of my rank. I am an embarrassment to my family. I have a younger sister 
with a blue rhombus badge, the rank of Cindon. She’s the star of our family and will live in luxury as soon 
as she turns 18. At dinner, I tell my parents I dropped off my book to be reviewed. “Well hopefully then 
you'll be promoted to Loris or even a Besyll,” my father says, and I nod in agreement. I eat my salad in 
silence as my parents congratulate my sister for dropping her new book off. She tells us it’s an adventure 
tale of a Cindon and a Hirq trying to find some forbidden text. 

After I cleaned the table, I went straight to my computer to check my email inbox. I see an email from the 
Publisher’s Council regarding my book. I heard crying from my sister's room and without checking, I went 
to her room. I took one glance at her screen and saw her score. A -10 on a scale of -10 to 10. Which means 
she lost her rank. “That means I got degraded! At least it can’t be worse than you”, she says while drying 
her tears. If I ever was nervous, that was nothing compared to this. I walked back to my computer and 
opened the email. While not getting my hopes up I scrolled down and read: “Your story has been reviewed 
and has received a score of 6.3 out of -10 to 10. Kind regards… The highest score I have ever received! 
That's enough to get me promoted to Besyll. It's even enough to be promoted to Loris! I ran out of the 
house, and headed to the promotion Hall. You need a minimum of 55 stars to be promoted to Loris, and I 
have 55. 4! I show the proof and trade out my yellow circle badge of Endric for a green triangle badge of 
Besyll. Emotions and thoughts overwhelm me. I can finally go to my dream school! I stood outside as it 
started to rain. A smile stretches across my face and I start spinning around. I don’t think you understand 
how great of an achievement this is for me. I have been working my whole life for this moment. Finally, 
my dream will come true! 
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15 facts you (probably) don’t know yet 
By: Mila Jansky (2EG) 

Did you know that…. 

1. It is impossible for most people to lick their own elbow. (try it!) 

2. A crocodile cannot stick its tongue out. 

3. A shrimp's heart is in its head. 

4. It is physically impossible for pigs to look up into the sky. 

5. The "sixth sick sheik's sixth sheep's sick" is believed to be the toughest tongue twister in the English 
language. 

6. If you sneeze too hard, you could fracture a rib. 

7. Wearing headphones for just an hour could increase the bacteria in your ear by 700 times. 

8. In the course of an average lifetime, while sleeping you might eat around 70 assorted insects and 
10 spiders, or more. 

9. Some lipsticks contain fish scales. 

10. Like fingerprints, everyone's tongue print is different. 

11. Rubber bands last longer when refrigerated. 

12. There are 293 ways to make change for a dollar. 

13. The average person's left hand does 56% of the typing (when using the proper position of the 
hands on the keyboard; Hunting and pecking doesn't count!). 

14. A shark is the only known fish that can blink with both eyes. 

15. The longest one-syllable words in the English language are "scraunched" and "strengthed." Some 
suggest that "squirreled" could be included, but squirrel is intended to be pronounced as two 
syllables (squir-rel) according to most dictionaries. "Screeched" and "strengths" are two other long 
one-syllable words, but they only have 9 letters. 
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Answers to Cleo’s crossword puzzle

DOWN ACROSS

1.MR WIJKER 
2.MR DE JONG 
3.MR HUNTER 
4.MR TITS 
5.MR KLEVERLAAN 
6.MS VAN EEUWIJK 
7.MR POTMA 
8.MR HOOGEWERF 
9.MS DAMS 
10.MS KORSTANJE 
11.MS NEWMAN

10. MR KROON
12. MR PONJEE 
13. MEVR WEBER 
14. MS GROTENHUIS 
15. MR WIERDA 
16. MS ROEST 
17. MR ASSES 
18. MR VAN DER TANG 
19. MR PEETERS 
20. MS VAN DER LAAN 
21. MS FARREL 
22. MS VELDHUIZEN
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