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INTRODUCTION
Dear Students,
A year has 365 days, this is the same for
everyone. There is a long time till
Christmas, a whole year until one’s
birthday, and an eternity till summer
holidays.

We wish you every success in 2019.

Later in life, time passes much faster, it
feels as if summer has just ended when
New Year’s eve is here, over and over
again.

Mrs Doek

The beginning of a new calendar year
makes many people want to start
“fresh”. These are called New Year’s
Resolutions. A resolution is “a promise
to yourself that you will make a serious
effort to do something that you should
do” it could also be called a plan or a
goal for yourself.
Let’s make resolutions to celebrate the
start of the New Year. Think about ways
in which you can improve yourself and
your life, whether at home or at school.

From all of us here at Mendelcollege we
wish you a Merry Christmas and a truly
Happy New Year.
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MY AMERICAN EXCHANGE YEAR
PIEN PELT
The first new people I met were my host family;
my family consists of my host parents Connie
(60) and Larry (65), their daughter (34), her
daughter (14) and one of their other grandkids
from one of their other kids (20). I got immensely
lucky to be placed with this family, after being
with them for almost a year i can say I truly love
them and will always be part of their family.

An American school has a different ideology
than school in the Netherlands. Each class takes
Last year I made the decision to leave everything and take a year to study in the United Sta- almost an hour and a half and there are only five
tes of America. This was a huge decision which a day. You have the same subjects in the same
order for an entire trimester which is around two
was entirely my own, my parents were not supand a half months. there is a small set of requiportive at first. Looking back, I’m so glad I
red credits (classes) you have to earn including
choose to do this. In a year abroad where you
have to start over with a new environment, new english, math, social studies and the rest is elecfamily, new school, new friends, new culture and tives. An elective is any class outside of those
language, there is a clean slate. Anything is pos- required ones, depending on what your school
has to offer. The school I went to offered a lot,
sible as long as you put your mind to it.
some of the classes I took include: drawing, debate, psychology, forensic science, ceramics/
I was placed in Pocatello, Idaho. I might have
pottery or auto technology. Besides classes an
had to google where that state was. It is in the
northern part of the States, just right of Washing- american school has a wide selection of clubs,
most of which have vague names and are hard
ton state (the state Seattle is in) and bordering
canada by a small strip of land. The climate the- to decipher what they are for, as well as school
sports.
re is quite different from the Netherlands; it has
hotter summers and much colder winters. I arrived a day before a solar eclipse, this once in a
lifetime event was a great way to kick off my
year.
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I participated in two sports during this last year. I
did cross country which is running, just running.
Practice consisted of running 5 kilometers every
school day after school and a competition, which
we call a meet, was the same except you’re timed and you’re racing against other schools. I
was a cheerleader also, luckily my school had
tryouts during first semester, usually the only
time you can join the team is the summer before.
I took this opportunity gladly and was deemed
good enough by my coach to join the team. We
practiced every school day before school for two
hours. The team was amazing and it was incredible to be able to be part of a sport like that.
Making new friends was a little rough, on the first

This year I learned a lot about myself and met
tons of wonderful people. I am forever grateful to
have this opportunity but it takes a person with a
strong mind to do this. Not everyone can handle
being away from home and having to make new
friends, being in a new environment and receiving a new family.
day of school I was lost. While walking along
with the crowd I had no idea what I was going to
do. The crowd led me to the courtyard of the
school. From here, most people went to their car
and drove to a fastfood place for lunch. I found
out about this some time later though. The first
day I was dumped in the courtyard by the crowd,
here a small group of girls were sitting in the
grass in the sun. I approached these girls and
we ate lunch together the entire year. Besides
these girls, I had met some people in class and
in cross country, art club, yearbook and cheer.
As for my linguistic skills, I was often mistaken
for a native speaker. Some people were surprised that I wasn’t from the States because of my
English. I don’t think I’ve improved much but the
TTO program helped me achieve this level of
English over the past four years which I am grateful for.
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In May this year, 6VWO, did the IB exam. It was exciting and of course nerve-wracking. But what is the IB
program actually and what does it entail? The definition of IB as given by Cambridge is…
But to you as well as to me that might sound a little
vague and unclear. Basically it is an English exam
program, but unlike CAE it mainly focusses on language and literature.
Because of this the lessons that we had were very
different from the regular English lessons that the
non-tto people would have. We would spend most of
our time reading, analysing literature and having discussing about what we had learned.

many more. Of course I enjoyed some books more
than others, but it was very interesting to read books
that you might not normally pick out for yourself. After
analysing these books and getting more into their
meaning I started to see references to them
everywhere and you start to think more about the
books that you’re reading. Who knew that there were
so many references to 1984 in your daily life and that
a relatively old book could still be so relevant.
Beforehand I didn’t really know what to expect from
the IB program, but it certainly didn’t disappoint. Mr.
Hunter taught us well and made IB an interesting, fun
and enriching experience that learned us a lot.

“ ...The results were amzing…”
Personally, I think this was really interesting because
we got to put what we learned into action. It was a lot
of hard work to keep up with all of the assignments,
to write all the essays and do all of the reading, but it
was well worth the effort and I feel like my English
has improved immensely.

To conclude, I would definitely recommend doing the
IB to other TTO students because it teaches you a
lot, will help to improve your English whilst still being
enjoyable. Even though it is a lot of writing and hard
work, it is well worth the effort.
Madelief Eijkelboom

But it was not only hard work and no fun, we got to
have a lot of fun as well. I still remember all of the
projects we did. The countless posters that we made,
which tended to end up being more like art projects
rather than serious English assignments. All of the
teamwork we had to do for the presentations and the
clips we made. It was really nice to be able to work
together with others to create something creative and
exciting.
For one of the books we read, Macbeth, we had to
adapt a scene and either act it out or make a clip
about it. The results were amazing! They were so
creative, funny and well-made.
Except from Macbeth we had to read a lot of other
books as well such as To kill a Mockingbird, the
Handmaidstale, Great Gatsby, Brave New world and
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We all passed our CAE!
We have now started preparing for our IB exam, our
next milestone, TTO wise, which we will be taking in
the 6th year. This diploma will be very beneficial in helping us get into university. And even though doing the
TTO programme hasn’t always been easy, I’ve never
regretted participating, as it has been such a great
As this is our first academic qualification, of hopefully
many more to come, you can imagine the level of exci- experience being a part of the TTO community. Now I
tement we felt when we received the certificate. Espe- can honestly say I feel a little sad realizing that in two
years I’m not going to be doing the TTO programme
cially after all the effort put into preparing for and taanymore.
king the exam. Considering so much time was spent
on studying in the lessons I was quite nervous I wouldFemke Strijbosch
n’t pass, meaning I would have done all that work, yet
having nothing to show for it. Luckily, I had nothing to
worry about, since the exam was just as we practiced
at school, and quite easy I might add.
After 4 years of hard work and preparation, I can
proudly say that I, as well as all my other fellow
classmates, passed the CAE exam in our 4th year at
the Mendelcollege.
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TEXTILE ART
We are working on a project called ‘The Eye’.
We started with making a design.
We chose some pretty colours of some fabric, than
we sow them on, cut out the not needed pieces.
Then made woollen eyes, and stitched them on.
Here are some pictures of us working.
Skylar and Jayles
2EH2

UPCOMING EVENTS
16-01 Informatieavond TTO
11-01 Mendel Jubilee Party
18-01 Speaking competition
01-04 Exchange Germany
03-04 Shakespeare project day 1
04-04 Shakespeare project day 2
16-04 English sportsday 1 TTO havo
18-04 English sportsdag 1 TTO vwo
16-05 IB exams 6 VWO
14-06 TTO certificates
04-07 Graduation 6 TTO
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13-07 Start Summer Holiday
26-08 Hip hip hooray,
school starts again

