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INTRODUCTION
Dear students and parents,
“It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas
Everywhere you go;
Take a look in the five-and-ten, glistening once again
With candy canes and silver lanes
aglow.
It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas,
Toys in every store,
But the prettiest sight to see is the holly
that will be
On your own front door”
As we approach the holiday season we
always remind ourselves what’s important. Showing kindness to one another is what we Mendeliers are good
at. This year we are delivering Christmas gifts to the elderly people and
wishing them a lovely Christmas.
But looking back we can take pride in
our hard work. This newspaper gives a
small taste of your achievements and
the activities you took part in.
This year we started with our first two
groups of TTO havo. After a few months
we can tell they are all working hard to

achieve their goals. The same can be
said of our TTO vwo students.
Our fifth year TTO students have started their international work experience,
some of them even went to China or
the USA.
But that’s not all, we participated in the
exchange programme with our third
year students and our second year students went to York. Furthermore, we
have a group of students who took part
in the European Youth Parliament debate competition and can proudly report that they won first place and now
will compete in the National finals.
As you can see we have a lot to be
grateful for. We hope you will share
your love and laughter with your family
and friends during Christmas break.
On behalf of the TTO department I wish
you all a Merry Christmas and joyful
new year.
Mrs. Doek

More on
pages 3 and 6.
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my classmates drastically improved.
To me personally, especially the first
three years have been instrumental
in my understanding of the English
language. Mr. Hunter never failed to
interest us with the English cuisine by
taking us to Ma Brown’s and introducing us to Irn-Bru and shortbread
while on the other hand being our
teacher of the English language.

It has now been a year since I studied
abroad at the University of Maryland
in the United States while currently
living, working and enjoying life to
the fullest in Curacao. I must say I feel
very fortunate to experience both
these amazing adventures from
which I have a substantial part to
thank to my years at the Mendelcollege.

Now more than nine years later, I can
proudly say I have graduated from
high school and two months ago I
received my Bachelor’s Degree in
International Studies, which as the
name reveals is an international and
thus English Bachelor program. International Studies allows students to
spend a semester abroad in a country
corresponding with their area of specialization. As a result, I was lucky
enough to experience college life in
the United States on a classic American campus. At times, what is shown
in movies about an American campus
comes surprisingly close to reality.
I still vividly remember my first day at The stadium of the Terrapins
the Mendelcollege. Having class in
(University of Maryland American
English for the first time wasn’t an
Football Team) houses as much supeasy task. I couldn’t grasp anything of porters as the Johan Cruijff Arena and
what Ms. De Boer from biology was
saying except for some basic English
words I learned in primary school.
The sudden transition to English
came as a shock to the entire class as
everyone stood in awe and gasped as
Ms. de Boer started her class. After a
few weeks already, my level of English as well as the level of English of
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fraternities appear to be Greek palaces.
After returning from the States I completed my Bachelor Degree despite
having some trouble with my thesis,
after which I managed to get an entry
level job at a financial company in
Curacao. Curacao truly is paradise on
earth with snow white beaches and a
clear blue sea, which are visible from
my office. My plans for the coming
weekend are wakeboarding on Saturday and climbing the highest mountain of the island on Sunday while
also taking some time to chill out on
the beach. I have five more months
left on this Island before I return to
the biggest country of the Kingdom of
the Netherlands to figure out what’s
next.

What is maybe even more notable is
that I am far from the only graduate
of my year at the Mendelcollege who
pursues his dreams abroad. Barry
Spaan, Hidde Pel, Luuk Witteman and
Bente Hagen to name but a few have
studied or are studying abroad in
places ranging from Miami to Bangkok. To me, this illustrates that TTO
on the Mendelcollege can be a perfect stepping stone to a study or career abroad.

EUROVILLAS
that we had free time which was very nice because we
now could either shop or eat something, the trip back
was very nice because we had the music on and this
meant that we had a lot of fun. Then in the evening we
had dinner and had a small karaoke.

When we arrived in Madrid we took a bus to Eurovillas.
There we met our host families and partners they immediately were very nice to us. The first day we went to Alcala de Henares there we had to make some questions
and after that we could have some free time. Some people ate in Alcala de Henares but others went home.
The next day we
first had some lessons and then we
went to Madrid as
soon as we arrived
there we had to
make groups. After
we had made the
groups we got some
papers with a lot of
questions. This day
was the first day it
rained and we had
to solve the questions so we the
mood wasn´t that
good so nobody
wanted to solve the questions but we had to solve them.
Then we went home and had dinners some watched real
Madrid at home.

Thursday we had a
sports day and some
people only did one
thing and then
stopped doing something after that we
went to a sort of palace which was very
good. When that all
finished we walked
home and had 3 hours free time. Some went to a big
shopping centre there some really went shopping and
others played the pools. That evening we ate at school
and had a karaoke which was very nice.
The final morning which is now we said goodbye to the
host families they gave us some presents for our parent
which was very nice of them. When we arrived at school
we said goodbye to everyone and went to the airport by
bus this is where our trip ended.
Willem van Offenbeek

The third day
we went to
Segovia this
was very nice
because we
had a guided
tour that was
very interesting after
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CAE
Celebrating CAE Exam Success with
Tea and Biscuits
Naturally, as one of the TTO English
teachers at Mendelcollege, there is
significant pride in our pupils’
achievements – a 100% pass rate for
the CAE exam in 4TTO is impressive
and testament to their abilities and
hard work. As you can see, we celebrated in the traditional Mendel manner with tea and Bastognes during the
lesson.

Furthermore, I would like to take this
opportunity to extend the congratulations to all the English teachers at
Mendelcollege, namely, our colleagues from biology, PE, geography,
physics, history, art, handcraft, chemistry, technical studies, maths, economics and RE who teach through
English. In fact, TTO students at
Mendel receive more than 20 English
lessons per week in the ‘onderbouw’,
contributing enormously to this landmark achievement in their academic
lives.

…Tea and Biscuits Naturally...
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ALMOST

In the Christmas break we were 4th in
the field hockey competition and 9
points behind Amsterdam, the team
we had to catch up with to go to the
NC. Almost nobody believed it anymore, but we didn't give up, and we
won all the matches in the second
half of the season! We also beat Amsterdam. That was just enough to end
2 points more than Amsterdam and
to be shared first with Schaerweide.

rived at the hotel, we were surprised
how luxurious the rooms are and we
slept very well.
The next Saturday morning we had to
wake up at 7:00 am to take a shower
and get ready for the breakfast. At
8:15 we finally went to club to get
ready for the match. We started at
9:30 and won with the score of 3-2
against Rotterdam. I got 2 assists and
was very happy.

a meal you like. It was very nice and
after that we were going to an ice
cream shop and we got ourselves two
scoops of ice.

The next morning we could sleep till
9:00 am, which was way nicer. Then
we had to play the semi-final against
Schaerweide. We were better, but we
lost 2-1 again. Everybody was very
sad but later on they just wanted to
win the bronze medal. We played
We were very happy and my coach
Because we won the first match, we
against Rotterdam, again. This time
suggested to sleep in a hotel near the had to play the second match around we won easily, with 4-0, but they had
club of Houten, where the NC were
14:00 pm against Groningen. We
something weird: some of the boys of
held. We all found it a nice idea, so
played very bad and lost 2-1. Because their team and the coach had another
we all asked people to be a sponsor. If we lost, we ended second in the
haircut, they were bold. I think they
you were a sponsor, we'd set you in a poule, so we had to play against the
did that because of a bet.
WhatsApp-group where our manager number 1 of the other poule: Schaer- After all we were very happy and
and coach putted all our activities in. weide. We had to play that match on proud about the bronze medal.
the last day, Sunday.
On Friday, before we went to the
Sybe Melsert
hockey club Houten to have a look at Saturday evening we ate at a hamthe club, we were all going to eat at
burger restaurant in Houten because
my teammate’s house. When we ar- our coach found it important to have
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FLYING HIGH
Hello I am Connor Smith and I
have joined the nationals for the
sport trampolining! It was very
exiting and I really didn't expect
me being able to participate. First I
had to be in the top of North Holland to even be allowed to get in
the competition! It was a lot of
work but eventually me and my
synchronised partner Ruben got
in! Not only did we join the competition we also got second! A lot
of people from our team TVIJ
went to the nationals. I am very
proud of us, I didn't expect us
coming this far! I'm so proud and I
can't wait to participate next season!

SPAIN 2
“We eat dinner at about 10 PM.” This
was one of the first conversations I
had with my exchange partner Claudia. Her family did not only eat dinner
this late, but lunch started in midday
around 3 o’clock! Especially the first
day of our exchange was difficult for
me, because I was used to a different
schedule of course. Not only were the
times at which we ate very annoying,
but also when they went to bed. Normally I try to sleep at 21:30, but now
I got to stay up late until it was about
11 o’clock. As if that wasn’t enough
for me to deal with... I had to wake
up at the exact same time as when I
normally wake up. To be honest, I
felt really tired in the mornings, but
overall this trip to Spain was an amazing experience!
Lara Schouten
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MA BROWN’S
On the 20th of October my class and I and
my teachers went for a high tea to Ma
Browns. To get there we went by bike
from the Mendelcollege in HaarlemNoord to the city centre. We didn’t really
enjoy the bicycle trip because it was so
rainy.
At Ma Browns we got some information
about the food we were getting. The
owner told us some history about the
cookies, scones, the small cake, the
quiche and the sandwiches and of course
the tea. I liked the tea and the quiche. So
we ate our treats and then we got a quiz
about the information we got in the beginning.
I absolutely enjoyed having tea at Ma
Browns because the food was nice and it
was cosy inside Ma Browns. I find it sad
that Ma Browns is going to close because
I would have loved eating there again.

A few weeks ago we went to Ma
Brown's for a high tea. It was a
rainy Friday and everybody was
very tired of the cooper test. It
was a practice so we must speak
English.
We start with a cup of tea and the
history of this English tradition.
Everybody was chatting and having fun! There was great food like
little cakes and sandwiches and
each one had his own meaning. It
was very snug and the cucumber
sandwich was my favourite.
At the end of the high tea there
was a quiz about the history of
this English tradition. I learnt a lot
this day. My father told me that
Ma Brown's closing for ever after
thirty five years and I hope that
my family and I will go there before the end of this year!
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BEING DIFFERENT
The pupils had to write
about ‘being different’, based on The Curious Incident of the dog
in the Night-time by
Mark Haddon.

When our teacher said we would
have to write an article about being
different I immediately knew it would
be quite easy for me since I myself
am different.
I have autism just like Christopher in
the book: the curious incident of the
dog in the night-time. Having autism
is about not picking up on certain
signals people give of and not being
very good with emotions. This can
create some very funny situations
but also some that are not so funny.
For example: when me and my family
were watching the titanic almost
everyone was crying near the end but
me and then is suddenly asked what
was for dinner.
At that moment I had no idea that

this was a very weird thing to do. To
me it seemed perfectly normal.
A not so fun thing is when you can’t
really notice if someone is getting
irritated or is having a bad day. This
can lead to people getting annoyed
and sometimes even angry.
These things I explained with examples from my own life are exactly the
things Christopher struggles with as
well. This is why this book hits close
to home for me because it is not an
over the top portrayal of autism but
more like it actually is. The book
should be read because it gives a
good understanding of what most
cases of autism are actually like.
Julian Berkhout

“...this book hits close to home for me…”

Just a little bit special
Throughout my life, I noticed I was a bit different very
early. Later on, I noticed something more peculiar: everybody thinks themselves different. Everybody thinks
they’re the odd one out, the only person to have such a
struggle, or such talent: as I will explain in this article, I
think this is a big fault in our identity-based society.

however, is the issue: tell a man he has potential, and he
will achieve; but tell a man he is special, and he will happily take his rest. While the message of “being special”
makes the average person happier, it discourages them to
work hard. See, being different means that you are a
unique mix of traits, talents and faults, which excellently
describes humanity, but it is often interpreted as already
Firstly, of course everybody is different. Everybody knows
having the ability to easily achieve what you want.
the DNA of every human being is different, and that there
are people with special diseases which alter their personTo conclude: everybody is unique and different, but that
ality, like autism. These clearer differences often become
doesn’t mean you don’t have to work to improve. This is
a problem, for example when someone gets bullied. To
why I think we should change the message: every single
stop this behaviour and boost the confidence of the bulperson is a little bit special.
lied, teachers and parents often play the “different” card:
everyone is different. This often has a positive effect, but I
Matthijs Schut
will explain why I think this attitude has a negative effect.
Secondly, you are not special. Everybody has problems,
differences and talents. To encourage people’s confidence, celebrities often say everybody’s special. This,
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Being different
Whether you are gay, bisexual, transgender,
autistic or have another religion than others,
you are considered different. Being different
is not wrong, however some get bullied just
because they are.
In English class we are reading a novel called
“The Curious Incident of the dog in the night
-time”. Christopher, a fifteen-year-old boy, is
the main character and is described as
someone who is different because he has
.
Asperger’s Syndrome, which means he is
autistic. Most children have friends and hang
out together, but Christopher doesn’t, and
that’s because it is harder for him to socialize than it is for others.
In the book we are not told if Christopher
gets bullied because he’s different, but in
real life there are children who are for example gay or autistic who are getting bullied
because of it. The bullies see them as an
easy victim, because they are different and it
is therefore easy to make them feel left out.
However, I think saying you’re different is
just another way of saying you’re unique
and this is a good thing.

Being different
Everyone is different, but it seems like some
people have forgotten about this. They hold
on to the notion that different means weird,
different means ugly, different means unwanted. However this is not the case, being
different means being unique and being
unique means being one of a kind. Most people don’t want to be different and others
want to be. Why do some people want to be
different?
You can be different in many ways, some people want to be different in order to show that
they have, for example, a special talent or
unique skills. Others can’t choose to be different, for instance you can’t change the way
you look or your nationality. It can be hard to
be different, when you are judged on your
appearance, background or personality. I believe if we want to be comfortable with ourselves and our lives, our aim should be to focus on understanding what makes us who we
are and need to understand everybody has
their flaws and we need to except our own
flaws and the flaws of others.

To conclude, being different is sometimes
seen as a bad thing, which it isn’t. Christopher was different and we don’t know if he
got bullied, but some autists are, and this is
something you are not supposed to get bullied for. I believe it is actually something to
be proud of, because being yourself is more
important than being the same as everyone
else, even if this means you have to be
‘different’.

The book “The Curious Incident Of The Dog In
The Night-time” we have been reading for
English tells us about Christopher Boone, an
autistic boy. This book shows us an insight
into his life and the way he thinks, which is
very different from the lives of most people. I
think Christopher is a great example of being
different and that the book teaches us that
we should acknowledge that no one is the
same.

Isa van der Ploeg

Luna Janssen
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YORK
On 16th of October, the 3 second year
TTO classes of Mendelcollege went to
York in England, where we spent 4 days
going on excursions, staying at a host
family and going to school at Melton
College. All 90 children were divided
into 7 groups with a teacher as group
leader. The leader of our group was
Mrs. Kessler, and it was very fun with
our group!

the people in York and the people in the
Netherlands. I found out that the
youngsters in York were a lot more polite than children in the Netherlands, I
also found that they had more manners
than some youngsters in the Netherlands. I was also very surprised that the
teachers at Melton College weren’t as
strict as I thought they were going to be,
because when i lived in Shanghai I went
to a British international school, where
While we were on the trip I realised that all the teachers were very strict. Furthere was one big difference between
thermore, I really enjoyed the food that

On Monday October
16th, we went to York
with all the TTO classes
from the Mendel College. We flew to York
with flight LS202 from
Jet2. The trip From Amsterdam to York took us
about 8 hours because
we arrived at Manchester airport instead of
Leeds-Bradford airport.
This was because we
couldn’t land at LeedsBradford due to bad
weather. We stayed in a
host family for 5 days.
I gained a lot from this
trip. I learned the most
about the English culture. For example, how
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they eat breakfast or
what they do when they
are in public. I can’t believe that they stand in a
queue for the bus! Furthermore, I learned a lot
about York and about
the history of York. Most
of this I learned when we
went on excursions together. I know a lot more
about the York Minster
and about the Vikings
that lived in York. Equally
important is that I
learned to be on my own
and be less dependent
on my parents. I had
never been 5 days without my parents so it was
a good experience.

Further, I really enjoyed
the trip. I liked the free
time and being with my
friends. The trip also
changed my view on the
world. I always thought
that everyone had the
same life as me and people in other countries
lived almost the same as
me, but that is not true.
We all live different lives,
in different countries.
The trip really opened
my eyes of how different
every place in the world
is. It has inspired me to
travel more.
T.v.L.

the host family made for us, for example we ate Yorkshire pudding one night,
which is typical British food.
Before we went on the trip I assumed
that everyone in England was very posh
and were very strict which they weren’t.
I have learned a lot from this trip and I
personally think my vocabulary improved. I enjoyed it and gained a lot of
experience!
J.M.

On 10 October we met at Schiphol at 7:00.
Our group leader was Mrs. Huizenga. We
went to York, where we got classes and we
made several trips to museums and other
places of interest. York is a city in Great Britain. I was in a host family with Joas and Ruben. Our host family had two children: a boy
of 18 years old, a girl of 15 years old and of
course the parents. When we arrived at Manchester we got the bus to York. After we arrived we went on a little city trip and finally
the host family took us to their house.

that we did so much on one day. Every time
we got home we were very tired of all the
things we did.
Since the trip to York I notice that I speak
better English and that I can write better. I
made also new friends there, they first were
not my friends. Now I hang out with them
two times in the week. I also speak easier to
unknown people than first. I really enjoyed
the trip, I can’t wait for the exchange to
Spain.

I was really surprised about the fact that we J.H.
had pretty much free time to go out with
friends. I also found out that I was very good
in finding the way home and to Melton College. Before we went to York I hadn’t realized

On October 10th all three TTO classes
of the second year where heading to
York to have English classes on Melton College and to learn a bit more
about England by visiting a couple of
museums. I was staying together with
two friends at a very nice host named
Helen. She took us to school everyday
and we even went bowling one night.
She also had two lovely cats named
Ruffles and Monty.
I knew that England was different

compared to the Netherlands but I
never experienced it. I am not sure
whether I learned a lot from the trip
but I noticed a few things. I felt that
people in England were much politer
than Dutch people, and that they had
a funny accent compared to Cambridge English we are learning at
school. Lastly, I learned that I do not
like fish and chips for two reasons.
Firstly I do not like the taste and secondly I am vegetarian and do not eat
fish or meat.

I do feel a bit more independent after
spending some time in a foreign city
without my parents for the first time.
For instance, I had to take the bus,
buy my own lunch, and had my own
budget of 50 pounds. I managed not
to spend all the money although I did
buy some clothes in the city centre. I
am looking forward to the exchange
program next year.
B.K.
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EUROVILLAS 2
We arrived around 13:30 at the airport. We were very
tired because of the flight but we were very excited to
meet our exchange partners. We still had to go by bus to
the town. The closer we got, the more excited we were.
We arrived at the school, a lot of students were looking at
us and it was very awkward our exchange partners
showed us our homes and everything is very different
from the Netherlands.
Most houses are tinier, the parents don't speak English
very well, so it's difficult to communicate. But they are
very nice and hospitable. When I arrived at my exchange
partner’s family immediately they showed us around and
were very nice to us. At my place they can all speak English and are interested in us. So in the car we can always
talk about something with the father and the mother.
Every morning a juice with fresh fruit is made and we just
have a normal breakfast sometimes with and sometimes
without the family. My host-family is really kind and
friendly. They are really polite and I really think it's great
to be there.

of the city. After the tour we got some time for ourselves
to explore the city with friends. We walked through a lot
of beautiful allies and had so much fun, especially with
finding our way back to the meeting point. Once we got
there we went up a lot of stairs to the thing which Segovia
is so famous; the aqueduct. From up there was a lovely
view all over the city. Everything we hoped for the Spanish sun, and got Dutch rain, it was a awesome day in Segovia.
This morning when I woke up, the mom of my exchange
partner knocked on my door. Followed by the google
translate voice saying; "were going to have breakfast
now."
Thursday school organized a sports day. It was fun but I
wished Mr. Hoogewerf would have been involved. Schedule was a little bit “Spanish”. There was no winner and the
teams where really unfair. Except for Sam’s team. There
were so lovable!

‘At my place they can all speak English and are interested in us.’
On Tuesday we had our first classes in Spain. We were
divided into 2 groups, both groups started with Arts. For
arts we had to make pop art. The teacher in group 1
couldn't speak English that well. In group 2 the teacher
spoke English very well. After arts we group 1 had Maths
and group 2 had physics. Group 1 had to solve riddles
during Maths. The teacher who taught Maths, refused to
speak English. During physics we made a construction
which we used to create an hologram. If you could see
the video appear in the construction. After that we had a
break. During the break we played football with our exchange partner and their friends, the school was larger
than we thought it was, also there was a lot of space between the buildings to play. The classroom were not too
big or high so as soon as you entered you had to duck so
you wouldn't hit something.
Our Wednesday started with a two hour bus ride to Segovia. Once we were there a guide was waiting for us, ready
to show us around the city and explain about the history
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During the break we visited a museum across the street.
Only the Dutch were allowed to go. And in the evening we
had dinner party. Besides some technical difficulties it was
great. We taught them some Dutch lyrics en Karaoke was
outrageous. Some boys fell in love (sorry, can’t tell you
anything more. What happens in Spain…).
Leaving was hard. They were so nice. And when everyone
started crying I couldn’t stop crying either. I am really
looking forward to seeing them in March again. We have
got the greatest group ever! 3EGA Rules!!
3EGA

MORE YORK
On October the 16th we left the Netherlands to see a little of York. We consisted of a big group of 88 students. We
were expected to arrive at the airport at
7:00 (which is way too early if you ask
me). Then we would attend at a school
called Melton college and get taught
English grammar there for four days.
We were also going to live with a host
family. When we were there to learn
about their habits.

of people there wasn’t very patient to
begin with. Take for example the bus
driver who started pleading for us to
hurry up a little, I doubt they’ve ever
heard of ‘’service with a smile”. But
luckily there were also some nice people
there like the shopkeepers and the actors in the Viking museum we saw that
Tuesday. The food was nice too, I tried
the Yorkshire wrap and it was really
nice! The food we had at home was also
not bad. They had quite a lot of restauTo be very honest while being in York I
rants there so I assume that food also
didn’t learn that much about the culture plays a main role in England. And to
there. Mainly because of the fact that
finish it of, I studied what people do in
my host family wasn’t social at all. And their free time. I discovered that there is
the people there were mainly just plain a large diversity of things to do in Engrude! And no, I am not over exaggerland. Some people enjoy reading others,
ating because that one person was very enjoy going for walks but after noticing
mean to me. I noticed that the majority that nobody said “watching TV” I started

UPCOMING EVENTS
29-01 Mendel Bake Off
29-01 Informatieavond TTO
05-03 Exchange Hannover
14-03 Theatre project TTO-V
16-03 Theatre project TTO-H
April Exchange Spain
07/08-05 IB exams 6 TTO
14-05 Start exams 6 TTO CSE
25-05 English sportsday
22-06 TTO certificate 3 TTO
05-07 Graduation time 6 TTO
23-07 Start Summer Holiday
06-09 Hip hip hooray, school starts
again
© J. Heijmans 2017

asking if they did and the majority of
people said yes! So I came to the conclusion that people don’t like admitting to
watching TV.
This trip didn’t only provide me information of York itself. I also saw how
people treated each other. I learned
that Dutch people are actually very social! Everyone was friendly, sure some
conflicts will never be resolved and
some people just can’t get along, but I
think that isn’t such a problem for us
because even the people I usually don’t
like were quite nice. I realized I should
be more open minded about these people and I shouldn’t judge them on their
first impression.
C.S.

