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INTRODUCTION
Dear Students,

ond year students went to York
and stayed with host families.
We are gradually approaching
The third year students went to
2017. If we look back at these
Madrid or Hannover as part of
last few months we can say that our exchange programme. The
we all are proud of you. Not on- students met each other online
ly for your results but also for
and got to know one another a
the effort you put in on a daily
little bit before the actual trip.
basis.
Our 6th year students sat for
their CPE exams and our fifth
year students did their work experience. They went all over the
world from China to the USA to
Canada. The students had a
brief experience what’s like to
work in an international organisation and put their English and
knowledge to use.
But what about our younger
students? As you all know they
went on several trips. The sec-

After all these efforts you put in
you deserve a wonderful Christmas break.
We wish you all the best for the
coming holiday season and hope
to see you safe and sound back
at school on January the 9th.
Best wishes,
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TTO HAVO

JOB VAN DER WERF
2007-2012 Mendelcollege Alumnus
It’s over three years that I landed at
Glasgow Airport to start my Scottish
adventure at the University of Strathclyde.

friends with who we go on trips regularly. If we aren’t surfing the freezing
waters of Northern Scotland, camping
around the Isles of Scotland, wakeboarding along the shores of Loch Lomond or planning surf trips to France/
Spain/Morocco we will be heading out
to our local pub for some socialising
and catching up with each other.

I recently got called up by a marketing
company on a Thursday night if I wanted to join a video shoot in the North,
promoting travelling within Scotland.
Before I knew it, I had my surfboards
and wetsuits packed, jumped on a
Volkswagen T1 van (see picture) and
camped for 2 nights with people I had
never met before and had one of the
best weekends of my life.

I’m now in my 4th year of my course,
only a year and a half to go before I
graduate and my Scottish adventure
In a year and a half I will leave the
I always loved the English language,
will come to an end. Looking back, I
country I have lived in for 5 years and
and dared to say I was ‘near native’,
find it incredible what you can do with- met some of my best friends. Where
yet when I stepped into the bus toin the three years I have been here. I
next? I do not know. I could go and get
wards my accommodation, I was
now run our surf club, helped setting
a PhD here in Glasgow, in Spain, Hashocked to find I could not even under- up two more societies within my Uniwaii, literally anywhere. I do not know
stand the three words the bus driver
versity and have made friends all
where, but I am sure it will be as epic
uttered with his broad Glaswegian ac- around the world. For every holiday I
an adventure as my time in Scotland is.
cent. I felt like I was back in my first
will be going on, there will be a person
year at school; vaguely understanding living near my destination.
what is going on yet not having the
faintest of ideas what is being said. This If you are interested in studying
thought, ultimately, made me more
abroad, I cannot recommend it
confident that all will be fine in the
enough, providing it is within your
end, after all, I managed to get through character to be outgoing and open to
6 year of TTO.
making new friends and trying new
things.
And indeed, a mere couple of month
“...I could not even understand the
later I was holding up conversations
with native Glaswegians in loud local
three words the bus driver uttered…”
pubs. It also helped that I was not the
only person struggling to understand
this peculiar way of speaking English; I
lived with over 8 different nationalities
in my flat in that first year, met countless more international students
through the local surf club, Gaelic Football club and in my course itself.
When you go abroad, you’ll meet people from all over the world, from different cultures, sharing the same interests. I quickly established a group of
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EUROVILLAS SPAIN
On the 10th of October 3EG2 went on a trip to Eurovillas
near Madrid, Spain.
When we met the exchange partners everybody was
nervous, and there was an awkward atmosphere. After
we got to know the exchange partners it became more
fun. We stayed in the house of our exchange partners for
4 nights.

shops on Thursday, when one group was bowling, the
other group went to Europark and shopping. In the evening we all went to a restaurant and after our meal we had
a karaoke-party. On Friday everybody was very sad to go
back to the Netherlands, after saying goodbye to our exchange partners we headed back to the airport. It was a
good ending to a good week.

We arrived on Monday after a flight of 2 hours. Tuesday
and Thursday we had 2 workshops, both of 2,5 hours. The
workshops were about biology, physical education, robotics, arts and the Internet. When we finished the workshops on Tuesday, we went to Madrid. We were sightseeing through the city with our partners. After that, many of
us went to a restaurant in Madrid. On Wednesday it was a
rainy day, however we still ended up going to Toledo.
Toledo used to be the capital of Spain, and it is a medieval
and very beautiful city. Everyone was soaked. When we
came back from Toledo some people went bowling, another group went bowling on Thursday. After the work-

We all enjoyed our week in Spain. Even though we were
nervous in the beginning, we ended up having a great
time with our hosts families. And we are looking forward
to them coming to the Netherlands.
Olivier Otte, Tim van der Kleij, Michelle Termote and
Femke Strijbosch

THE EASY WIN
You know how it feels so satisfying to beat your opponents
after them having claimed they’ll win hands down? Well,
that’s exactly what happened during a softball tournament
between our class, (4V1) and the other class (4V2) somewhere around the beginning of October.
Before the tournament itself even started 4V2 claimed it
would be ‘an easy win’, but we knew better. Mister
Highwerf (or Hoogewerf, whatever) trained us during the
four weeks we had to prepare for the tournament. The
other class was trained by mister Wassenberg. Each class
was split up into two teams, equalling a total of four
teams. We would only play the other class’s teams, meaning we’d end up playing two matches each.
Due to sheer class from the teams created by Hoogewerf,
we unsurprisingly won. At least, it was unsurprising to us.
We won 3 out of 4 games we played. And oh, the only
game we lost was because of some debatable refereeing
obviously. But it doesn’t matter. We beat our opponents

with ease, even though they were the ones expecting to
win. And that satisfying feeling, that feeling of being this
year’s softball champions of 4TTO… that’s what we came
for!
Stijn Vleugels
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LUCIA
BEFORE THE EXCHANGE
My first impression of Lucia
was that she is very sweet
and caring. Of course you
cannot judge from such a
great distance, but everything she told me on
WhatsApp so far seemed
very friendly to me. Friendly
is also one of the words she
used to describe herself. The
other words were; shy, optimist, funny, hard worker and
positive.
She told me a lot of things,
things that she likes to do,
things she likes to eat, music
she likes etc. She talked and
asked a lot of questions, so
she is probably fun to hang
out with. Lucia told me she
likes to go shopping, dancing
reading and watching TV.
She has dinner at 21:30,
which is so different from
here! She described herself
as shy, but when she sends
me messages she doesn’t
seem shy at all. I’m very curious to find out if she really is
shy.
She has one older sister, Irene. The names of her parents
are Maria and Thomas.
When she grows up she

wants to become a doctor or
a fashion designer. She told
me she is a hard worker so I
think she can definitely become one if she works hard
enough. She has been studying English since she was
three years old.
Lucia prefers listening to pop
and reggeton music and
watches Pretty Little Liars.

This is all I know about Lucia
so far. She seems a nice and
friendly girl to me and I think
we’ll get on quite well during
our exchange.
AFER THE EXCHANGE
When we arrived in Alcala de
Henares I was nervous about
meeting Lucia, but on the

other hand I wasn’t because I
knew she was going to be as
nice as on the chat. When I
first saw her she gave me a
hug. She was very sweet. On
our way to her house she
was a bit shy and didn’t
know what to say, but this
changed as the week progressed.

er. During the week Lucia
mentioned that she had
some tests the week after
the exchange and did study
when we got home. This
shows she is a hard worker,
which she also told me.
As I already said we talked a
lot and she was always very
positive, so that is also something that was really true
about her personality. When
we started talking about
hobbies she said she didn’t
like reading, but later she
told me she did, so that is
something that didn’t match
with what she had previously
said to me.

The rest was all true, about
her hobbies, foods she liked,
family etc. Overall I think
Lucia is a very friendly and
sweet girl. She is also very
During the rest of the day we honest because almost evetalked a lot and she wasn’t
rything she told me was true
shy at all. I think we both just about her.
had to get used to each oth- We got along very well and
er, because it is kind of weird are good friends now!
meeting a random girl who
stays at your house for the
Jytte Balk
rest of the week. But she was
very funny, as she told me,
and we laughed a lot togeth-

“I think we both just had to get used to each other,…”
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JOSE
friends that were boys and the rest
were girls. This became even clearer
to me the next day when we went to
his school and all girls surrounded me
and asked if I was the exchange partWhen I walked out of the bus I saw a
ner of Jose.
friendly young smiling boy who on
pictures looked completely different
The next day we had to wait quite a
from what I had expected him to be.
while before the lunch was ready so
He was also much smaller than I had
he suggested to play a match of Fifa.
imagined. And after getting to know
When I walked into the gaming room I
him better he seemed to be even
saw tens of cups that he had won
more different than you would have
with football, therefore I asked him
thought at first sight.
how he had won so many cups and so
he told me about him playing at an
When we first sent each other mesextremely high level and that he
sages on WhatsApp I couldn’t really
wants to
make up what kind of person he was
become a pro footballer.
like, but after seeing his profile picture I thought he would be a cool guy
To conclude I think that my predicwith a lot of friends. I also saw him on
tions were quite close to reality, but
pictures with a lot of girls so I thought
he did blow my mind by having so
he would be some sort of attractive
many girls as friend and playing footguy to girls. He also posted a lot of
ball at an extremely high level. When I
pictures of him playing football so he
went back home I knew a lot more
seemed to look surprisingly sporty to
about Jose like the examples I just
me.
mentioned. Furthermore I hope that
he will become the pro footballer he
When I met him for the first time he
is dreaming of.
looked good-natured and he was
dressed quite stylishly. After talking
Etiënne van Leeuwen
for a while he showed me his bedroom. I asked him about his friends
and he said that he had only two

When I first saw my exchange
partner I couldn’t believe my
eyes!
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NO HABLO ESPAGNOL
A while ago I was sent to
Spain for an exchange program and I had high hopes.
That is until about 2 hours
into our arrival in Spain when
I realised how the trip was
going to be.

The Arrival:
My exchange partner was in
one word…. Shy. All we exchanged were polite remarks
and questions and it was very
awkward most of the time.
We were sent to meet the
family and I do believe they
were trying to be very hospitable and such but they didn’t
speak a word of English so
every question they asked
had to be translated by their
daughter, my exchange partner. Now bear in mind that
her English was not at the
same level as mine, to put it
in a polite fashion. This led to
a lot of awkward silences and
mispronunciations. As an example: at one point the father started talking about
legends that originate in their
city. He spoke of a magic table and most confusingly:
‘’Jesus’ magic glass.’’ I was
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extremely confused until I
figured out he was talking
about the Holy Grail. Honestly
I was confused as to why a
mistake like that was made,
seeing how the Holy Grail is
so well known. That is when I

The Activities:
Walking, a LOT of walking.
We walked around Madrid,
Alcala de Henares and Toledo
which doesn’t sound like a lot
but I’m pretty sure that I have
seen every single monument
in Spain now. I sound pretty
negative but some of the activities were kind of fun. Like
the boat ride where we all
messed around instead of
relaxing.
Conclusion:
If I had to describe this exchange in one word? Awkward. I came back with blisters and awful stories but I
don’t regret the trip. It was a
real once in a lifetime experience and now that it’s over I
can definitely look back and
laugh.

realised that their culture
differed a lot from ours. I
slept in my exchange partner’s little sister’s room which Falco Noyce
meant that I slept next to
Tinkerbell and an assortment
“...their
of constantly staring stuffed
animals. Dinner was nice but
a lot more than I usually eat.

culture differed a lot
from ours.”

WAS PEDRO REALLY HOW I THOUGHT HE WOULD BE?
About two weeks ago I returned
from my trip to Spain where I met
my exchange partner Pedro Puga.
About a week before we went on
this wonderful adventure, I had to
write a six word biography about
Pedro without even knowing him
and in this article I am going to tell
you if my six word biography was
correct.

word biography wasn’t that accurate. The six word biography which I
had made was: ‘’ Tall, shy, football,
green, village, Real Madrid. ”

we played some games on his
Playstation. At that moment I really
thought that my six word biography
was totally wrong, but then again his
favourite colour turned out to be
When we arrived at the school I met green as I had said and he did live in
Pedro and at that moment I found
a village and he also really liked footout that he actually wasn’t that tall. I ball just as much as me, but to make
do understand why he said he was
it even better we both supported the
tall, because if you compared him
same team: ‘’Real Madrid.’’
with the Spanish kids
he actually was pretty So this is why I want to change my six
tall, but then again
word biography to ‘’ football, Real
on the other hand, if Madrid, green, village, fun, friendly.’’
you compared him to
the Dutch students,
Jaap Schrijver
his height was pretty
average.

He also
wasn’t as
When I had to write the six word
shy as I thought he would
biography I knew almost nothing
be, he actually was the
about Pedro because we didn’t real- complete opposite. As soon
ly talk that much. I really think that as we were at his house he
that was the reason why my six
gave me a whole tour and
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OLGA
The 6 word biography about Olga
gave me the impression she liked
sports, her dog, Pizza, studying,
reading and watching movies. But
did my impression change after
spending a week with her? In this
article I will compare the real Olga
to my 6 word biography.

The part about reading disappointed
me a bit. I really love reading and I
have read a lot of books, therefore, I
thought Olga did too. Unfortunately,
this isn’t the case, Olga only reads
when she doesn’t watch movies,
which she does a lot.
Olga made clear she really liked studying and I found out she wasn’t lying
for sure! When I was in Spain she
even studied for a quiz one week
ahead.
Olga says she cycles sometimes in
her neighbourhood. I think this really
isn’t that much because her bike was
very small, even smaller than the
bike of my brother, who is only 9
years old. Unlike me, Olga doesn’t
cycle to school every day, I wonder
how she’s going to make it all the
way to the beach when she comes to
Holland…

Olga did play a lot with her dog, Nico,
which was very cute, so there are
enough similarities with my 6 word
biography. I hope that although you
as reader did never met Olga, you did
get a good impression of her by reading this article. Thank you for reading!

Lets start with the sports part. Olga
told me she really liked sports, which
Gitte de Wilde
gave me the impression she was really sporty and she was a member of
some sports associations. I was surprised to find out that the only sports
“...she even studied for a quiz one
activity she does are the physical
education lessons at school. I really
like sports too but besides the physical education lessons at school I also
do two sports, judo and tennis.
Something that is a difference between Holland and Spain is eating
pizza. Don’t get me wrong, it was
really tasty! But when I eat a whole
pizza all by myself, my host family ate
only one pizza with all four of them…
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week ahead!”

THE MOST HONEST PERSON….
First of all, I am comparing what I thought she ( Leire )
would be like before I went to Spain and what she said
she was like to what I experienced during our trip to
Spain.
To start with, I thought that she would be an outdoor
type. That is completely true because, she loves horses
and animals and she showed me pictures of her horse
and her riding through the mountains.
Secondly I thought that she would be very sociable and
likes to spend time with her friends, which
is also very
.
very true because, every time she was with her friends
she wouldn’t stop talking. It was close to impossible to
get a word in, even if I said it in Spanish.
Thirdly I thought that she hates insects, which is surprisingly true, because once we were at her house and all of
the sudden she started screaming very loudly, I thought
someone was trying to kidnap or kill her. Fortunately for
her and her parents she was not being kidnapped there
was just a tiny spider, it was not even big enough to be
worthy of the title spider, my ears though were not
amused by the loud noise!
Lastly I thought that she would be a good dancer, because she said that she takes dancing lessons, this was
not true nor was it false she was an average dancer
which was shown during the dance party.

To conclude, what I thought my partner would be like
turned out to mostly true, although I did not expect her
to be that afraid of insects that just goes to show that
the stereotype of women being afraid of insects is true,
although there are exceptions. Like my mom she is a real
serial insect killer.
For a bit of laughter: A drunk man was staggering
home with a pint of booze in his back pocket when
he slipped and fell heavily. Struggling to his feet, he
felt something wet running down his leg.
"Please God," he thought. "Let it be blood!"
Raúl Morell
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HANNOVER 3EG1
Monday
On Monday we had to be at school at 8:45 to go by buss
to Hannover. At nine o’clock we set off to Hannover. In
the buss we had music and it was actually really fun.
Some people played card as well. At half past to we arrived at the Schillerschule in Hannover. There we met
our exchange student for the first time. After that we
went inside and played all sorts of games which would
help to know each other better. I thought the blindfolded Mario cart was the most fun. That finished around six
o’clock. And lastly our host parents came to pick us up to
go to the host homes. (Roza Roovers)

Tuesday
On Tuesday we had to come out of our beds early, because we had to be in the city pretty early. There we
started with a photo rally, we got a list with pictures we
had to take with ourselves on it, for example a picture
where a random person from the streets had to carry
one of us on his or her back and take a picture, or a picture of the most beautiful place of Hannover with us
being on it. In total we had to take about 25 pictures I
think and we had about 3 hours’ time for it. Furthermore
we had some free time to spend in the city we could go
where we wanted as long as we stayed in the city, however most of us just went to the Mc Donald’s and the
Apple store. After all of this we went to the zoo where
we first got tour through one part of the zoo which was
pretty short, but for the second part we went backstage
at the Hippos first above the water and then to the place
where they stay at night and mostly eat. Then we went
back to our host families. (Axel Nierse)
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Wednesday
On Wednesday we had a day trip to Wolfsburg to visit
the Volkswagen plant.
We had to meet at the railway station at 8:15 and arrived in Wolfsburg at 9:00. We were split in two groups
and both groups did different workshops, I was in group
one and had to design my own car and make it with clay.
Group two had to make a car with solar panels and had
three hours to make sure it was able to drive. After this
we had a guided tour of the plant. This was a very nice
experience and it was way bigger than I thought it was.
There were a lot of people working there and thousands
of robots to help building the cars. After this we had
some time to go shopping in a big outlet centre. We
were back in Hannover at 17:30. All in all it was a very
nice day and we saw a lot of new things. (Luna Janssen)

Thursday
On Thursday I woke up at around seven o’clock in the
morning like almost every day that week, but Thursday
would be a bit different from the other days that week.
That day we would have lessons in the German school in
the morning and later that day the party, I was quite excited for that day. All three lessons in morning were quite
normal but still fun, after that we had lunch at school,
let’s just say I’ve eaten better. Then we had some free

time in that free time some friends and I visited the city
centre which was really fun and interesting, we also ate
dinner somewhere. After that we went back to school
and the party started, there was a dance floor, a part
where you could sit and somewhere to go drink and eat
something.
In the beginning everyone was a bit shy and nothing really happened, but after a while some people started to
move and dance a bit and before we knew it everyone
was dancing and jumping around, even some of the
teachers. This was my favourite day of all that week.
(Noah van Lienden)
Friday
This was our last day in Germany. Unfortunately we had
to leave all the nice and lovely students of the Schillerschule behind. On 9:00 the bus to Haarlem left. All German student were crying and having a bad day. However
the students of 3EG1 still had a great time chilling in the
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THE CAT
All the year one students worked
in groups on a writing assignment. It was their first assignment, so they learned lots.
In groups they created a story
about a cat and had to use the
present tense to tell more about
it.
On the final day of the project a
class winner was selected! Here
are the winning stories from
1EGA2 and 1EGA3.

The cat lays on the ground she is very hungry.
She is a very rich cat and you can see it.
The most people got respect because she is the richest cat in the world.
She is a cute, sexy cat and that is why everybody loves her.
But some people are a little bit scared/afraid of/about her.
She is rich because she won the beauty contest.
That is why her boss gives her a lot of food and stuff.
Further she does not like people and that is why some people hate her.
By the way her name is Garfield.
Garfield eats and sleeps a lot and she does nothing else the whole day long.
She lives a very relaxed life and she really enjoys it.
Garfield let other animals work for her.
She feels very powerful.
She does not want to share anything.
And she always has a lot of food and expensive things.
The cat is lying on a beautiful pillow, watching to i-do-not-knowwhat.
She is lying bragging with her shiny clear diamond ring.
Garfield is not doing any physical exercises at all, because she is just
lying and staring.
She is not dreaming about something like a nightmare, because she
is lying there very joyful.
The cat is thinking about her opinion of the miserable and
disrespected wanderer, around the corner.
Bente and Uma

“...she does nothing else the whole day long.”

THE LAZY CAT

as he can. A lot of stuff is thrown at the
‘poor’ cat; a shoe, a comb, a handbag,
etc. The cat drags all the stuff to his
There lives a lazy cat on 5th Street NYC. street, and sells it the next day. 1 cute
Everyone thinks he is cute, but he isn’t. look to a boy/girl, and he can let them
He looks like a cute cat though; he is
bring the stuff to a shop. He brings the
white, with orange spots and an orange money to the local cat shop, and buys
tail. ‘How can I recognize him?’ you say? things like a pillow and cat food.
He looks like the most luxurious street
cat you have ever seen. This is how he
Right now, the cat is laying on its pillow,
gets that rich:
being ‘cute’. He is looking at other
homeless people with pets, and enjoys
Every night, when everyone is sleeping the fact that he is laying on a pillow,
sweetly, he goes to a street and meows while they must sit on the hard ground.
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He isn’t even looking at the bird that is
flying by. He thinks he is too good for
catching a bird. If you ever see this luxurious cat, then save your ‘awww’s and
give your money to the other homeless
people. Because the arrogant walking,
fat, lazy cat is lying luxurious on his pillow, trying to be cute. But people, he
isn’t cute. He doesn’t need the money,
so just buy an ice cream with the money
you were about to give to a cat.
Fien

HOW LIFE IMITATES ART IN 3EA1
As you can see from the
photograph, Bing,
Adwen, Jaap and Jesse
from 3ea1 were so
moved by the book The
Secret Diary of Adrian
Mole 13 2/4
(Townsend, 1982), that
they are staging on
their own red sock protest, just like Pandora,
Adrian and co. Who
says art does not influence real life?

“...this week inspired and motivated me...”

THE AMAZING WORLD OF ADVERTISING
As part of the new IB programme, students in 5TTO undertake an international internship. Every student got the
freedom to choose where and what they wanted to do,
even if involved a trip to Australia. One pupil actually
made it to Singapore and a number went to America but
the majority stayed in Europe.

Doing research and writing the review for a whole week
granted me with the experience of what it is like to work
5 full days, including the various job functions, what the
global- and local network of companies looks like, how to
do proper research, how companies like Heye/DDB want
their client to approach them and much more.

I decided to join my dad for one week at his advertising
company DDB, also known as Lemon, in Munich, Germany. There, the collaborative company Heye provided me
with the opportunity to write a review about viral marketing and advertising campaigns, known as “virals”. Also, I got to attend the monthly Monday meeting where
future commercial campaigns are discussed. Mr Maurits,
a senior executive at DDB also arranged some meetings
to explain to me about the global network of their company, as well as showing me many commercials and campaigns that they have created, for example, for Google,
Boss and of course ( it’s Germany) car brands such as
BMW.

I think this week inspired and motivated me even more
to choose to study Economics because now that I have
seen what you can do with your knowledge, furthermore,
I think this direction is most fitting for me. Heye and DDB
are amazing companies, creating a great atmosphere for
their people to work in and it seemed like everyone enjoyed working there, so it is definitely an option for later.
The international internship is a great opportunity to
jump into the future and see what is right for you, as it
can even help you with choosing a study direction just
like it did for me.
Lydia van Dijk
5v2
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INSPIRING LITERATURE
As part of the IB programme in
period 1, our 5tto students
studied a range of texts, novels, poems, short stories, films
and articles based on the
theme “dystopia”. The following is a selection from the
written assignments they had
to complete to give you a flavour of what is expected of
the pupils.

Have you ever read a graphic novel?
I must be honest with you, I hardly
knew they were out there and was
therefore reminded of their existence when we were told we were
going to read ‘Persepolis’. For those
of you who aren’t familiar with the
concept, a graphic novel is basically a
comic with a story worthy of a novel.
Persepolis was written by Marjane
Satrapi, and it tells the tale of her
childhood in Iran, especially during
the Iranian Revolution (1979) and the
Iran-Iraq war (1980-1988). A perfect
example of a subject comics rarely
even touch upon. We’re reading the
book as a preparation for the IB programme. Naturally, a project on the
book came with the reading of it. I’ll
briefly explain my view on Persepolis
and then move on to the project itself.
Simply put, the novel is unique and
captivating. It perfectly gives us a
view of what childhood in Iran is like
in the eyes of a rebellious teenage
girl who gets expelled because she
didn’t listen to the indoctrination
handed to her by the teacher and
spoke up for it. Although she remains
unaffected, it is clear that her behaviour isn’t common in Iran, meaning
that most children are handed an
ideology before they’ve even formed
their own. The fact that the book is
stuffed with eye-opening situations
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becoming reality for Iranian artists.
And keeping this in mind, there’s
more than meets the eye when it
comes to Iranian art. Look at the mural below. Does it ridicule America, or
is it referring to the lack of freedom
in Iran, because the statue of Liberty
is depicted? Or look at the artwork to
the left. It shows Khomeini (the leader of the Iranian revolution) and the
Shah (former leader who went into
exile following the revolution).
There’s ways to interpret this piece
as well: was there any art supporting
the Shah, or was everything that
made fun of Khomeini or praised the
Shah censored? Because of this, it’s
hard to get a correct perception of
what life was like in Iran at the time
makes for the sense of captivation.
of the revolution. But thankfully, PerI’ve gone way more in depth on Irani- sepolis is there to save the day, bean culture than I would’ve ever
cause it does exactly that.
guessed. And to add to that, we were
also asked to present about subjects It’s captivating and unique, getting
involving the Iranian culture, which is messages across easily due to being a
the project I mentioned earlier.
graphic novel. It’s an eye-opener and
easy to read. After reading it you
The goal of the project was to give
won’t need to be reminded of the
more insight to the book by getting
existence of graphic novels. Can it
us to research the cultural and histor- get any better?
ical background of Iran. I picked
-revolutionary Iranian art as my sub- Stijn Vleugels
ject. To understand their art, it is
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relevant to know that artists were
the spokespeople for the country’s
state of mind. And that mind often
thought about freedom of expression: a dream that slowly started

EQUALITOPIA
The question in this essay is,
if I were to get an island
somewhere on this planet,
how would I turn it into a
utopia? First of all my idea
of utopia is equality. Equality in income and equality in
gender. That is also why my
utopia would be an Equalitopia.
The people in my utopia live
in families. They all work
the same amount of hours
in a week and therefore all
get paid the same salary.
Depending on what job they
do exactly they can decide
when they work and when
not, as long as you show up
for your amount of hours.
With the money they earn
they can do whatever they
want. Of course the need to
buy groceries and pay for
electricity, water etc., but

they all have a bicycle from
the state and they are allowed to make free use of
the public transport. Next
to that they have a state
owned house, one that suits
their situation, single, married, family etc. When two
people for example get a
child, they move to a bigger
house. Because of the fact
that men and women work
the same amount of hours,
they can bring the children
up together and women get
a real shot at making a career. Criminals and people
who do not want to live in
this society need to pay a
fixed amount of money and
are put on a plane to another country. Hospitals are
funded by the government.
Next to the work every person does volunteer work
two hours a week, to help

contribute to the society.
Children go to school from
their 4th till they are 18,
after that they can choose a
career.
The government in my utopia is organised in 10 different sections. Each section
has one head and is specialised in one area. The 10
sections are: economy, agriculture, industry, services,
foreign relations, care &
wellbeing, housing & infrastructure, education, family
and justice. Every week the
ten heads gather and they
discuss matters of importance, current events
and if one of the heads
needs to make a big decision, like deportation of a
criminal, or has encountered a problem that covers
more than his area, the re-

sponsible head gives a
presentation with the pros
and cons after which a debate follows between the
other 9 heads. They try to
come to a solution and can
ask questions to the responsible head, whose function
in this debate is the chair. In
the end the responsible
head gives a conclusion and
then the other 9 heads
vote. The responsible head
can not vote. All heads are
elected once every two
years by the people.
This is a description of my
utopia, it’s society and government. This is Equalitopia!
Laura de Quaasteniet
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CONSUMERISM IN THE WORLD STATE
Contrary to our Western
capitalist world, the economy, culture, and contemporary thinking in Brave New
World mostly revolve
around consumerism. First
of all, people are bred to
have an inherent strife towards buying new products
as has been explained in
the opening chapters. This
mentality changes everyday
life for the citizens of The
World State. Secondly, the
economy of the World
State also depends on mass
consumerism since Mustapha Mond, one of its
leaders, clearly explains the
importance of consumerism to the World State.
Lastly, culture is also mas-

sively affected by consumerism in the World State. In
the World state, it is socially desirable to buy as many
products as possible, hence
it is a consumerist society.

sume like they could before. For example, many
Americans could not pay
for an education for their
children. In my opinion, the
novel Brave New World is a
reaction to the consensus
The year in which Aldous
of that time: we are unhapHuxley wrote Brave New
py because we are no longWorld is very important to er as prosperous as we
the novel's content. He
were before. In his novel,
wrote it in 1932, just after Huxley used the World
the stock market crash in
State as a way of explaining
America. After a time of
that prosperity does not
prosperity, many Americans directly correlate to welfelt defeated and there was fare. He showed the people
a high number of suicides
that many of our values,
during that time. This is all such as equality and freebecause there was an eco- dom, are not tied to prosnomic crisis, caused by the perity by making up a world
stock market crash and
in which freedom and
people could no longer con- equality are non-existent.

To conclude, consumerism
is a very important aspect
of the World state. The
novel is also very indicative
of its time because it was
written after a period of
change during which consumerism in America
changed. Huxley explained
that prosperity does not
correlate to welfare, by
showing that other values
that make us happy, such
as freedom are not of importance in a society aimed
towards prosperity.
Ben van Riemsdijk
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UPCOMING EVENTS
30-01 Mendel Bake Off
30-01 School information night TTO
27-03 Exchange Spain
03-04 Exchange Hannover
03-04 CPE certificates 6 TTO
20-04 English sports day
07-07 Graduation 6 TTO
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